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Remembering Samarra

Targeted by a suicide bomber, the soldiers
of the 1st’s ID’s 1-26 Infantry lost five of their own
July 8, when a vehicle rammed into a building
on an Iraqi National Guard compound.

Inside, some of the survivors of that attack
tell their story.
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World

Vatican beatifications: Pope John
Paul IT moved five Catholics closer to
sainthood Sunday in Vatican City, in-
cluding Austria’s last reigning emperor
Karl I and German nun Anna Katharina
Emmerick, whose graphic visions of
Christ’s suffering helped inspire the block-
buster movie “The Passion of the Christ.”
heers went up in St. Peter’s Square from
a crowd of about 30,000 people when the
pontiff finished reading the Latin words
with which he beatified the five candidates,
and banners with their images were un-
furled on the facade of St. Peter’s Basilica.
Beatification is the last formal step in the
Catholic church before possible sainthood.

Oktoberfest attendance drop: Two
weeks of cold, rainy weather kept visitors
away from Munich’s beer-fueled Oktober-
fest, which attracted several hundred thou-
sand fewer participants than last year, orga-
nizers said at the event’s close Sunday.

Around 5.9 million visitors showed up at
the beer tents at Munich’s sprawling There-
sienwiese festival grounds, about 400,000
fewer than in 2003, director Gabriele
Weishaeupl told reporters.

They downed about 5.5 million liters of
beer, down 10 percent from the year before.

Bangladesh rally: More than 20,000 oppo-
sition supporters gathered for an anti-goy-
ernment rally Sunday amid tight security in
Dhaka, Banglades!

About 1,200 police fanned out among the
large crowd or stood guard around a down-
town venue where the country’s main 0ppo-
sition leader, Sheikh Hasina, was to give a
speech, police official Nazmul Karim Khan
said. Rally participants were randomly
checked with metal detectors.

On Aug. 21, several grenades were
thrown at a rally of Hasina’s Awami League
party, killing 21 people and wounding more
than 300. Hasina, who escaped unharmed,
blamed the government for the attack. The
government denied involvement and con-
demned the assault.

Aussie tourist death trial: Australian po-
lice on Sunday made contact with a British
traveler who is expected to be a key witness
in the trial of a man charged with throwing
another British tourist to her death from a
bridge.

Police had issued a national alert Friday
for Peter Ralph Boehmke to appear in the
Queensland Supreme Court trial of Ian Dou-
glas Previte.

Previte’s trial began last week. He is
charged with robbing and killing
19- -year- ~old Caroline Stuttle on April 10,
2002, in Bundaberg, a town in the eastern
state of Queensland.

Prosecutors say Previte threw Stuttle
from the bridge. She died instantly in the

fall.

Afghanistan vote: A three-day drive to
register Afghan refugees in Pakistan for his-
toric presidential elections in their home-
land has been extended for another day in a
bid to get more people to sign up, organizers
said Sunday.

"The International Organization for Migra-
tion said it was giving refugees at camps
and cities until Monday to register for the
Oct. 9 poll so as many as possible could par-
ticipate — amid signs that fewer than the ex-
pected 600,000 to 800,000 were signing up.

Meanwhile, IOM reported arson at one
registration center at a refugee camp in
northwestern Pakistan. No one was hurt,
and it wasn’t clear who was behind the first
apparent attack reported on its more than
1,600 centers in the country.

Bird flu recurrence: A 9-year-old girl in
northern Thailand has tested positive for

Haiti unrest: Yvon Feuille, foreground, Roudy Heriveau, second row right, and Louis Gerald
Gnlles, back center, are escorted under arrest Saturday from a room in the Radio Caraibes

g in Port-au-Prince, Haiti. The three pro-Aristide politicians were arrested after

barm:admg themselves in the Radio Caraibes building for six hours before surrendering to
police, denying involvement in clashes involving Haitians demanding the return of ousted
President Jean-Bertrand Aristide. Fighting continued Sunday, with at least 14 people killed.

bird flu, becoming the latest case of the
deadly virus since it resurfaced in Southeast
Asia in July, a health ministry official said
Sunday.

Kanda Srilueng-On, who is in critical con-
dition, is believed to have contracted the dis-
ease from infected birds, said Deputy Pub-
lic Health Minister Anuthin Chanveerakul.
Kanda was hospitalized in Phetchabun prov-
ince on Sept. 30 with flu-like symptoms, and
test results on Sunday showed she has the
deadly HSN1 strain of bird flu, Anuthin
said.

Thailand went on high alert last week
after it reported that an earlier bird flu vic-
tim died after probably contracting the
virus from her daughter in what is believed
to be the country’s first case of
human-to-human transmission.

Polio vaccinations in Africa: Nigeria's
president kicked off a mammoth effort to im-
munize 80 million children against polio in
23 African countries, described by interna-
tional health experts as “the single-largest
public health campaign” in history to wipe
out the disease.

President Olusegun Obasanjo led health
workers in giving dozens of children oral
vaccine drops in the mainly Muslim north-
ern city of Kano, where until recently Islam-
ic leaders had opposed immunization, inad-
vertently allowing the virus to spread in the
region.

The campaign is being coordinated by the
Global Polio Eradication Initiative, which in-
cludes U.N. health agencies, the U.S. Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention and
Rotary International.

Turkey’s EU drive: Turkey’s prime minis-
ter said Sunday he was confident of a “very
positive” report card this week from the Eu-
ropean Union’s executive commission, and
that he would settle for nothing less than ne-
gotiations over full membership in the bloc.

Recep Tayyip Erdogan planned to meet
German Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder, a
supporter of his country’s bid to join the EU,
during a one-day visit to Berlin and also was
to receive a leadership award.

He told a meeting of Turkish business-
men that he was confident the European
Commission’s report on whether Turkey
has met the EU’s requirements to open

membership talks, due Wednesday, would
bolster Ankara’s hopes of eventually becom-
ing a full EU member.

States

Kerry's health: Sen. John Kerry’s doctors
have told him he is cured of the prostate can-
cer that sidelined him almost two years ago
and that there is a slim chance it could recur
in the next decade, The New York Times
said Sunday in a report based on interviews
with the Democratic presidential nominee
and several of his physicians.

“I am cured,” the 60-year-old Kerry said
in the interview last month. “I am can-
cer-free, and the percentages of me being
cancer-free 10 years from now are about as
good as they get.”

He characterized the cancer as a nonis-
sue in the campaign against President Bush.
Even if the cancer came back, Kerry’s doc-
tors and other experts said it could be treat-
ed without seriously interfering with Ker-
ry’s presidential duties, should he be elect-
ed on Nov. 2.

NAACP election initiative: The widow of
Martin Luther King Jr. said the right to vote
should be open to everyone in a democracy,
including those who have been convicted of
crimes.

Ending the disenfranchisement of convict-
ed felons is part of the
unfinished business of
the civil rights move-
ment, Coretta Scott
King said at an NAACP
event marking the 40th
anniversary of the Port-
land chapter in Maine.

During her keynote
address Saturday
night, King empha-
sized the need for politi-
cal empowerment as a
way to help minorities
achieve gains in areas
such as jobs and education.

She said that in a democracy, the right to
vote should be absolute and should not, as in
some states, be withheld from felons who
have completed their prison sentences or re-
main free on probation or parole.

Stories and photo from wire services
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Targeted
in Samarra

1st ID soldiers reflect on July suicide attack

Editor’s Note: This is the first i

PAGE 3

and detonated the bomb.

Itis the deadliest attack against

of a three-part series.
BY STEVE LIEWER
Stars and Stripes

pl. Owen Fulsome sat on the edge
of his bunk, munching a blueber-
ry muffin and clearing the sleep
from his brain.

Minutes earlier his buddy, Spc. Damon
Le, 19, had jostled the cot of the
dark-haired 21-year-old Fulsome, his
mortar platoon team leader, to wake him
for his 11 a.m. shift monitoring the radio.

Fulsome and a dozen or so mortarmen
from the 1st Infantry Division’s 1st Battal-
ion, 26th Infantry Regiment lazed around
their barracks room in shorts and
T-shirts. Some slept, others ate, and a few
just zoned out, capturing a few minutes of
air-conditioned refuge from the searing
July 8 morning at the Iraqi National
Guard compound near the city of Samar-
ra, a restless rebel stronghold 60 miles
north of Baghdad.

Suddenly Fulsome heard a scream
through the front door of the barracks.
Sgt. Matthew Shepherd raced through the
room, cursing and shouting, “It's a bomb!
It’s a bomb!”

Fulsome jumped up behind him, head-
ing toward the safety of the back room of
the two-room barracks, where troops from
Company A slept. He had run six or seven
steps when the truck slammed into the

nt wall a few feet from his bunk. He
turned to look and saw its headlights
glaring at him through the room’s open
front door.

He stood frozen.

“I was just staring at it,” Fulsome re-
called weeks later, sitting on another bunk
back home in Schweinfurt, Germany. “T
thought, ‘Isn’t that supposed to blow up?’

Then it did.

Ready for war

On Sept. 11, 2001, Fulsome was shoot-
ing marksmanship drills in basic training.

“I thought it was going to be four years
of something easy,” said Fulsome, who
grew up in the Phoenix suburb of Mesa,
“but it turned out to be a lot different.”

Sent to the 1-26 Infantry in
Germany, he landed in the 2nd

Cpl. Owen Fulsome
& [ was just staring
at [the truck]. I
thought, ‘Isn’t
that supposed to
blow up?’”

“I was kind of pissed,” said Spc. Kevin
A. Terry, 22, a 1-26 Infantry mortarman in
the 3rd Squad. “They had us all boosted
up for training, and then we didn’t go.”

But with the Army stretched thin, the
Blue Spaders knew they’d head to Iraq
soon enough. In July 2003, the Pentagon
announced the Big Red One would
over the 4th Infaniry Division’s zone —
including much of the “Sunni Triangle,”
the restive area north of Baghdad — the
following spring. About 11,000 of the 1st
ID’s 12,000 Germany-based troops would
make up the bulk of the force, beefed up
by forces from the Hawaii-based 25th
Infantry Division, and several National
Guard and Reserve units.

Soldiers in Germany spent much of the
fall at training areas in Hohenfels and
Grafenwéhr, readying for a mission they
were told would be a little war and lot of
peacekeeping. Most held mixed views on

y-based st ID troops in
Iraq since the Big Red One
deployed in February.

Citing its heavy staff workload,
the division's press office in Tikrit
declined to answer Stars and
Stripes queries about the attack.
But, with the help of 1-26
Infantry’s rear detachment, five
of the soldiers who survived the
blast and retuned to Germany
to recuperate agreed to tell what
happened that day.

Here is their story.

Remembering Samarra

On July 8, a suicide bomber disguised as an Iragi policeman drove an SUV
packed with explosives onto an Iragi National Guard base in Samarra. He
crashed the car into the side of a concrete building housing U.S. Army troops

Five soldiers from the 1st Infantry Division's 1st Battalion, 26th Infantry
Regiment died along with two Iraqi soldiers. At least two dozen others suffered
injuries during the blast and the ensuing daylong battle with Iragi insurgents

They got their fight, with a

Long, hard spring

By March, Task Force 1-26 landed at
Forward Operating Base Brassfield-Mora,
near Samarra. It was barren and run-

lown.

“The FOB was probably the worst one
in Iraq,” Terry said. “The chow hall was
bad.”

But the phones and Internet hookup
worked, if sporadically and slowly. Hot
chow arrived via dangerous daily convoys
from Tikrit.

Trash-strewn Samarra, home to 300,000
— mostly Sunni Muslims allied with Sadd-
am Hussein — had troubled the Ameri-
cans since the beginning of the occupa-
tion. A roundup last December had netted
70 suspects. Deadly roadside bombs still
killed and injured soldiers from time to
time, and every so often a few mortar
rounds would be lobbed at the base.

« ing changes [with] the first
mortar or rocket or bullet that’s fired at
you,” Broner said. “The reality kncks in
that people are trying to kill you.”

Things heated up in mid-April after a
rebel attack on a checkpoint, which sol-
diers said escalated into a 24-hour fire-
fight pitting the insurgents against the
newly minted Iraqi National Guard
troops. Fulsome and Terry said many

hadn’t yet received basic

Squad of the unit’s mortar
platoon, which would be led by
Staff Sgt. Michael Broner, 31,
of Charlotte, N.C.

Inside the triangle

en Broner signed up in
1998, he planned to serve only
three years. Instead he found
he loved it. By the time he
reached Schweinfurt in Decem-
ber 2000, he’d decided to make
the military a career.

“I developed a passion, a
burning desire,” Broner said.
“The patriotic side of me took
over.”

When the Blue Spaders of
the 1-26 Infantry — along with
the rest of 1st Infantry Divi-
sion’s 2nd Brigade Combat

‘eam — returned from a peace-
keeping tour in Kosovo in No-
vember 2002, they awaited a
war,

The Sunni Triangle

is the 100-mile area

west and north of
%] Baghdad between

Ramadi and Tikrit.
The region, which
includes the most
supporters of
Saddam Hussein,
has continued to be
the bloodiest area
for U.S. troops. More
attacks against U.S.
forces have come in
this area than any
other area in Iraq
Between 4 million
and 5 million people
(15 percent to 20
percent of Irag's total
population) live in
the region.

training, and some of the
Iraqis were as young as 15.

For the next three
‘months, occasional mortar
and homemade-bomb at-
tacks punctuated an uneasy
calm as the Blue Spaders
grew accustomed to combat
patrols around Samarra, but
generally avoided the
still-rebellious city.

As spring turned to sum-
mer, Task Force 1-26 troops
supported the slowly re-
building force at the Iragi
National Guard headquar-
ters on the Tigris River, just
across a bridge from the

city.

“It was good for us,”
Fulsome said. “Had we
been in the city, we proba-
bly would have been shot at
alot more.”

Within two months, rumors
were confirmed with orders:
The 2nd Brigade would head to
Turkey to support the possible invasion of
Traq. It packed up and waited. Not until
after Baghdad fell did they learn for cer-
tain they had missed the war.

Source: KRT

their belated Iraq deployment: sad to
leave behind wives, husbands, kids and
sweethearts, but glad to join the fight
they’d been cheated out of a year earlier.

At the request of city
officials, U.S. and Iraqi
patrols stayed out of the city, essentially
turning it over to guerrilla forces. From
guard posts, Fulsome said, it was easy to

Stars and Stripes

Staff Sgt. Michael Broner

“ Bverything changes
Jwith] the first
mortar or rocket or
bullet that’s fired
at you. The reality

kicks in that
people are trying
to kill you.”

the streets of Samarra. Iragi soldiers who
lived in the area wore ski masks even on
the hottest days, Fulsome said, for fear of
revenge attacks on themselves or their
families if they were recognized.

Last week, the U.S. military launched a
major offensive to regain control of the
city, attacking insurgent positions and
searching homes after going months with-
outa U.S. presence in the city.

In early June a warning reached the
National Guard camp that someone might
try to drive a truck bomb onto the base.
The guards searched vehicles carefully
but never spotted any explosives.

“When they first heard about it, every-
body was on alert looking for it,” Fulsome
said. “But it kind of faded away.”

U.S. soldiers said they warned the Iragi
soldiers guarding the base’s concerti-
na-wire gate: Never open it for any vehi-
cle until you've checked the driver’s identi-
fication.

If only they’d listened.

E-mail Steve Liewer at:
3 - Liewe il

see rebels carrying grenade on
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U.S., Iraqi forces claim wctory in Samarra

BY ZIDAN KHALAF
The Associated Press

SAMARRA, Iraq— U.S. and Iraqi forces
scoured Samarra for holdouts on Sunday
after two days of fierce fighting to reclaim
control of the city from Sunni militants.
Overnight, U.S. warplanes hammered Fal-
Iujah, another rebel-held city, killing at
least four people, hospital officials said.

U.S. and Iragi commanders have de-
clared the operation in Samarra, 60 miles
northwest of Baghdad, a successful first
step in a major push to wrest key parts of
the country from insurgents before Janu-
ary elections.

Iraqi police patrolled the city Sunday,
while American soldiers and Iraqi Nation-
al Guard members went house to house
searching for insurgents and weapons
caches.

As the gunfire subsided, residents
emerged from their homes to survey the
damage and bury the dead.

The military said 125 rebels have been
killed and 88 captured since the operation
started early Friday.

“This is great news for the people of Sa-
marra, 200,000 people who have been held
captive, hostage if you will, by just a couple
of hundred thugs,” Maj. Gen. John Batiste,
commander of the U.S. 1st Infantry Divi-
sion, told CNN on Saturday.

Many residents agreed. “Since several
months, the city has been living in a state

v,

A burning U.S. military vehicle is pulled back to a base after a roadside bomb explosion in
Baghdad on Saturday. No reports of casualties were available.

dents moved around on foot, saying the mil-

" said Abbas .
“I hope that after this operation, law and
order will be restored.”

But there was also mounting anger at the
number of civilians killed, including
women and children.

According to Abdul-Nasser Hamed
Yassin, an official at Samarra General Hos-
pital, 70 bodies had been brought to the hos-
pital morgue. A total of 160 wounded also
arrived at the hospital. It was not know if
any of the dead were rebel fighters.

Yassin said that of the 70 dead, 23 were
children and 18 women.

There were 23 women among the 160
wounded, Yassin said.

“The people who were hurt most are nor-
mal people who have nothing to do with
anything,” said Abdel Latif Hadi, 45.

At the main hospital, bodies in black plas-
tic bags were loaded on a truck to be taken
to the cemetery Sunday.

A few grocery stores were open, but
most businesses remained shuttered. Resi-

itary had i them not to use cars.
There was no electricity in the city, but
water service had resumed, residents said.
The strikes in Fallujah, 40 miles west of
Baghdad, were the latest in weeks of at-
tacks aimed at groups with links to terror-
ists, particularly the network of Abu
Musab al-Zarqawi. Followers of the Jorda-
nian militant have claimed responsibility
for a string of deadly bombings, kidnap-
pings and other attacks across the country.
The city hospital said two people were
killed and 12 wounded in airstrikes on four
neighborhoods. Two more people, a man
and his wife, were killed and two wounded
when a tank fired on a house in the city’s
southern suburbs, Dr. Rafe al-Issawi said.
The U.S. military, which confirmed only
one strike aimed at a building where insur-
gents were moving weapons, regularly ac-
cuses the hospital of inflating casualty fig-
ures.
“Forty-five minutes of secondary explo-
sions indicated the building was being

U.S. deaths

in Iraq

used as a huge weapons/ammunition
cache,” a coalition statement said. “A large
number of enemy fighters are presumed
killed.”

South of Baghdad, two bodies, one with a
severed head, were found early Sunday,
with police saying the corpses looked like
those of Westerners.

But Police Lt. Hussein Rizougi said no
identification was found on the corpses
which were discovered in the area of Yous-
sifiyah, 12 miles south of Baghdad.

The man’s head had been severed and
was tied to his body while the woman, who
had blond hair, was shot in the head, the po-
lice officer said.

From photographs taken at the Mah-
moudiya hospital it was difficult to deter-
mine the racial background of two dead
persons.

Roadside bombs exploded Sunday on
the western outskirts of Baghdad, west of
the capital in Samarra and to the north in
Bagouba.

One Iraqi was killed and three wounded

Marines capture
3 foreign fighters
near Syrian border

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — U.S. Marines captured
three foreign fighters during a raid on a
safe house near the Syrian border, the
U.S. command said in a statement Sun-
day.

The three, two Syrians and one Pales-
tinian, were detained during a raid on
Sept. 29 near Qalm a town in the west-
ern Anbar province, the military said.

Other insurgents also were arrested,
the military said without specifying the
number.

U.S. and Iraqi officials have repeated-
ly said that foreign fighters have joined
the insurgency and found safe heavens
in Anbar towns such as rebel-held Fallu-
jah.

The insurgents are waging a
17-month-old fight to undermine the
U.S.-backed interim authorities and
drive the United States and its allies out
of Iraq.

in a roadside blast in Abu Ghraib on the
western approaches to the Iragi capital, ac-
cording to an Interior Ministry official who
requested anonymity.

Near Ramadi to the west of Baghdad, a
U.S. military convoy was attacked by bomb
which police said caused no casualties. But
eyewnv.nesses said US. fire killed one
women in a farm near the scene of the ex-
plosion.

North of the capital, a police car hit a
roadside bomb in the city of Baqouba, injur-
ing one policeman, officials said.

Five Iraqi civilians were wounded by
US. tank fire early Sunday in the vast
Baghdad slum of Sadr City, hospital offi-
cials said. The U.S. military had no immedi-
ate information on the incident.

The area has seen daily clashes and shell-
ing as U.S. and Iraqi forces attempt to root
out fighters loyal to radical Shiite Muslim
cleric Mugtada al-Sadr.

U.S. and Iraqi officials have pledged a
major push to retake areas that have fallen
to insurgents before the elections due by
Jan. 31.

S. Korean troops helping to rebuild in north

The Associated Press

As of Friday, 1,055 members
of the U.S. military have died
since the beginning of the Iraq
war in March 2003, according
to the Defense Department.

Of those, 801 died as a result
of hostile action and 254 died
of non-hostile causes. The ﬁg—
ures include three military ci-
vilians.

The British military has re-
ported 67 deaths; Italy, 19; Po-
land, 13; Spain, 11; Bulgaria,
six; Ukraine, eight; Slovakia,
three; Thailand, two; the Neth-
erlands, two; and Denmark, El
Salvador, Estonia, Hungary
and Latvia have reported one
death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when
President Bush declared that

jor combat operations in
Iraq had ended, 917 U.S. mili-
tary members have died, 692
as a result of hostile action and
225 of non-hostile causes, ac-
cording to the military’s num-
bers as of Friday. There was
no update provided on Satur-
da

.
The latest deaths reported
by the military:
W One US. soldier was
killed Friday by small arms

ire.

The latest identification re-
ported by the Department of
Defense:

W Army Staff Sgt. Darren J.
Cunningham, 40, Groton,
Mass.; died Thursday in Bagh-
dad, Traq, when his unit came
under mortar attack; assigned
to the 89th Military Police Bri-
gade, Fort Hood, Texas.

BY JULIANA GITTLER
Stars and Stripes

BAGHDAD — More than 2,500
South Korean troops arrived in
the northeastern Kurdish prov-
ince of Erbil on Saturday to take
over safety, stability and civil-mil-
itary operations in the region, ac-
cording to coalition forces news
statement.

On Sunday, military officials in
South Korea elevated its terror-
ism alert level after the country
was named by a high-ranking
al-Qaida member as a target for
attacks.

The South Korean Zaytun Divi-
sion took over for soldiers from
Multi-National Brigade North-
west in Mosul. “The arrival of sol-
diers from the Republic of Korea
into this great nation demon-
strates the strong partnership be-
tween Iraq, Korea and the coali-
tion forces,” said Maj. Gen. An-

drew Farquhar, deputy command-
ing general of Multi-National
Corps Iraq and acting command-
er of Task Force Olympia.

The South Koreans will work
primarily on construction and re-
pairing the area’s infrastructure.

The deployment will assist U.S.
and coalition efforts to rebuild

cording to researchers at the con-
servative Heritage Foundation.
South Korea was mentioned in
atape aired Friday by Al-Jazeera
television in which Ayman
al-Zawahiri, a deputy to Osama
bin Laden, urged Muslims to
carry out strikes against the Unit-
ed States and lts allies.
Press

Irag’s north. It also
the S0-year military relationship
between the United States and
South Korea. About 37,000 U.S.
servicemembers are stationed in
South Korea including 3,600 from
the Second Infantry Division cur-
rently deployed to the Fallujah
area in Iraq.

South Korea’s parliament ini-
tially wavered on sending troops
to Iraq amid public opposition.
The deployment makes South
Korea the third largest contribu-
tor to the coalition, after the Unit-
ed States and Britain, and will
cost the country $200 million, ac-

ports, the Soulh Korean Joint
Chicls of Staff headquarters is-
sued guidelines to its military or-
ganizations on Sunday calling on
l

terrorism-related mlel-
llgence with state organizations.

. personnel in South Korea
are under a 9 pm. curfew to
guard against possible terror at-
tacks or local protests as the
South Korean troops moved into
pgsilion in Iraq, AP reports stat-
ed.

E-mail Juliana Gittler at:
gittlerj@pstripes.osd.mil
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Rice stands by assessment of Saddam’s nukes

BY JENNIFER C. KERR
The Associated Press

'WASHINGTON — National security ad-
viser Condoleezza Rice on Sunday defend-
ed her characterization of Saddam Hus-
sein’s nuclear capabilities in the months be-
fore the Iraq invasion, even as a published
report said government experts had cast
doubt at the time.

In the run-up to the March 2003 war,
Rice said in a television interview in 2002
that the Iraqi president was trying to ob-
tain high-strength aluminum tubes to re-
build his nuclear weapons program. The

tubes, she said, were “really only suited for
nuclear weapons programs.”

On Sunday, Rice acknowledged she was
aware of a debate among U.S. intelligence
agencies about whether those tubes were
intended for nuclear weapons. The State
Department, she said, had raised con-
cerns, but she said there was other evi-
dence that could not be ignored.

“The intelligence community assess-
ment as a whole was that these (tubes)
were likely and certainly suitable for, and
likely for, his nuclear weapons program,”
Rice told ABC’s “This Week.”

She said the director of the CIA at the

time, George Tenet, believed that the tubes
were for centrifuge parts.

“When you are faced with an assessment
that Saddam Hussein is reconstituting his
nuclear weapons program, that he has by
the end of the decade the probability of hav-
ing a nuclear weapons ... the tendency is al-
ways not to want to underestimate these
programs,” Rice said.

But two years later, Rice insisted she has
no regrets about how the administration
portrayed what it believed was a danger-
ous threat posed by Saddam.

“Istand by to this day the correctness of
the decision to take seriously an intelli-
gence assessment that Saddam Hussein

would likely have a nuclear weapon” if ac-
tion wasn’t taken.

“We were all unhappy that the intelli-
gence was not as good as we had thought
that it was. But the essential judgment was
absolutely right. Saddam Hussein was a
threat,” she said.

A New York Times story Sunday quoted
four CIA officials and a senior administra-
tion official as saying that Rice and her
staff had been told in 2001 that Energy De-
partment experts believed the tubes were
probably intended for small artillery rock-
ets — and not nuclear weapons.

Rice said she learned of objections by
the Energy Department only after making
her 2002 comments.

Iraq insurgency slows down reconstruction efforts

BY WARD SANDERSON
Stars and Stripes

BAGHDAD — The U.S. office
responsible for rebuilding Irag
has missed goals and juggled fi-
nances due to the country’s dead-
ly guerrilla i

ual contractors as well as continu-
ally bombarding the Internation-
al Zone in central Baghdad.
“They get shot at a lot,” the offi-
cial said, particularly of convoys

hauling large infrastructure
1lems like turbines. “All of this af-
It affects our abil-

Insurgents have found improve-
ment projects to be inviting tar-
gets, according to a senior U.S. of-
ficial here. “We are clearly in a
wartime environment,” said the
State Department figure, speak-
ing at a briefing. According to
briefing guidelines, the official is
not be identified.

Large power turbines crawling
across the landscape are difficult
to miss on the horizon. Insurgents
terrorize base camps and individ-

lty lo see how projects are doing.”
Terrorism and kidnappings
have cost the United States
money. U.S. officials moved $1.8
billion from the improvements
column and put it toward protect-
ing staff like drivers, contractors
and engineers. All told, the U.S.
Embassy’s Iraq Reconstruction
Management Offices is slated to
spend $5 billion of its $18 billion
budget on protecting its people.
“The insurgency is more in-

tense now,” the official said. The
attacks don’t always kill people —
but too often, the official con-
firmed, they do. And even when
attacks fail to take life, they stifle
progress. Schedules slip.

This comes as continued fight-
ing creates yet more work once
the smoke of battle clears. Take
Najaf, a city considered holy by
Shiite Muslims because it is home
of the tomb of Imam Ali, the
sect’s founder.

“The number of pilgrims com-
ing there is very large, and they
need hotels,” the official said. The
Americans are focused largely on
cleaning up Najaf. Construction is
simply more difficult.

One measure the Americans
hope will protect staff and sched-

uling is using contractors from
the same town in which work is to
be done.

In addition to lessening the
need for security, the plan is ex-
pected to lower labor costs.

Danger on the ground also has
caused worries for upcoming elec-
tions. The embassy’s reconstruc-
tion office now has an additional
$80 million set aside for voter edu-
cation and election monitors.

Despite dangers, the official
said the U.S. money has gone to
good use, including 37 electrical
substations built or repaired, 187
new schools, four police stations
and five fire stations. And
projects to secure it all include
paying for 39,000 police and
14,000 border guards.

The official also gently criti-
cized a Reuters news report sug-
gesting the government had inten-
tionally inflated the number of
jobs it claimed were created by
USAID projects. A government
report claiming that figure was
88,436 jobs was later scuttled in
favor of the more conservative fig-
ure of 55,463.

The total number of Iragis em-
ployed daily by U.S.-funded
projects was finally settled at
75,000. Not all of those, however,
were paid for by USAID. The offi-
cial said it was a legitimate mis-
take. “When given a choice be-
tween conspiracy and chaos [for
accounting errors]” he said,
“choose chaos.”

E-mail reporter Ward Sanderson at:
sandersonw@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Legal buzz kills ‘beer for soldiers’ Internet site

BY SETH ROBSON
Stars and Stripes

CAMP RED CLOUD, South
Korea — The 2nd Brigade soldier
who created
www.beerforsoldiers.com, a Web
site that lets people buy a beer on-
line for a U.S. soldier, has been or-
dered to stop running his site.

Sgt. Dale Rogers, in Iraq with
Company C, 1st Battalion (air as-
sault), 503rd Infantry Regiment,
posted a notice on the site last
week informing readers that he is
turning it over to his brother.

A spokesman for the 2nd Infan-
try Division’s 2nd Brigade Com-
bat Team, which includes 1-503,
said in an e-mail that lawyers
from the unit rendered a legal
opinion that the Web site violated
the Joint Ethics

back down,” the message said,
quoting a Tom Petty song.

“I am currently serving some-
where outside of Fallujah, Iraq.
My Web site is going through a
change; 1 am turning over this
Web site to my brother due to
legal pukes who say a soldier can-
not solicit beer donations to in-
crease the morale of his fellow sol-
diers. What a crock! But I am a
soldier and I have to comply,”
Rogers wrote.

By Sunday night beerforsol-
diers. com had adopted the slogan
“The Web site where you cannot
buy us a beer.”

Rogers set up the site in Febru-
ary before joining 1-503 in South
Korea, where the unit was based
before deploying to Iraq last
month.

“The soldier seems to be using
his association with the Army as a
way to solicit funds for beer.
Whatever his intentions, and I'm
sure they are genuine and pure,
(the Web site is) ... illegal. I noted

.. however, that the site is still up
and running. I am confident it
will be shut down soon,” the
spokesman said.

Last week Rogers posted a defi-
ant message on the Web site in re-
sponse to the order.

“I won't back down! Stand me
up at the gates of hell and I won’t

Bex com used to let
donors click on links that charged
their credit cards for anything
from $2 for a 40-0z. bottle of beer
to $6 for a “tall beer from the
bar,” to $7 for a six-pack. Other
donation options included $10 for
a “pitcher” or $20 for a “keg
club.”

The site includes dozens of pho-
tographs of soldiers enjoying the
beer.

In South Korea, Rogers spent
money collected from the Web
site buying drinks for soldiers at
local bars. He had intended to

An e-mail from Rogers stated
he was ordered to “cease and de-
sist” running the site at the be-
hest of the Army’s lawyers.

However, Ron Buchholz, a civil-
ian attorney for the Department
of the Army, Judge Advocate Gen-
eral, Standards of Conduct
Branch in Washington, said he
merely sent Rogers’ command an
e-mail stating that the site raised
legal and ethical issues.

Buchholz said he has no authori-
ty to issue orders to soldiers but
acknowledged that an order from
Rogers’ command may have been
a response to his e-mail.

Federal regulations make it ille-
gal for federal employees, includ-
ing soldiers, to solicit or receive
gifts. But numerous complicated

tions,

SETH ROBSON/Stars and Stripes
rs in Iraq crave beer, women and high-speed Internet connec-

in that order, claims Sgt. Dale Rogers — but the soldier says

Department of Defense lawyers expressed concern that his Web site,
‘which encourages donations of beers for soldiers, may violate the Joint

Ethics Regulation.

save money generated by the site
while he is in Iraq, where soldiers
are not allowed to drink alcohol,
for drinks during a midtour leave
in Qatar and a homecoming party
for soldiers at the end of his
one-year tour, he said.

Now, clicking on the “Don’t buy
us beer” link at beerforsol-

diers.com takes you to a page
with the word “violation” dis-
played six times, an invitation to
the and the message: “We would
still love for you to buy us a beer
but the legal folks say you can’t.”

Donations rose sharply after
Stars and Stripes ran a story
about the site in September, he
said.

to those rules mean
legal opinions often are sought
when people want to give soldiers
presents, Buchholz said.

The shaven-headed infantry-
‘man does not appear happy about
the Army’s ban on beer dona-
tions.

“You'd think that a soldier risk-
ing his life in a war zone, usually
under enemy attacks almost
daily, could at least have the right
to maintain a morale builder for
his fellow brothers, such as this
Web site,” Rogers said.

E-mail Seth Robson a
robsons@pstripes.osd.r
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Major eruption at

Scientists raise
Wash. volcano’s
alert to Level 3

BY DAVID AMMONS
The Associated Press

MOUNT ST. HELENS NA-
TIONAL MONUMENT, Wash. —
Scientists detected a volcanic
tremor at Mount St. Helens early
Sunday, just hours after officials
raised the volcano’s alert level,
cleared hundreds of visitors from
the area and warned a major
eruption was imminent.

Sunday’s tremor lasted about
25 minutes and was milder than
the S0-minute tremor that fol-
lowed a steam release Saturday,
said Jeff Wynn, chief scientist for
volcano hazards at the U.S. Geo-
logical Survey’s Cascade Volcano
Observatory.

“It just means that what's been
happening is still happening” and
the volcano is moving toward an
additional eruption, Wynn said.

Scientists expect the impend-
ing blast to be much smaller than
the May 18, 1980, explosion that
killed 57 people and coated much
of the Northwest with ash. But
the tremors and steam detected
since quake activity began Sept.
23 signaled more seismic energy
than at any point since the 1980
explosion.

The volcano alert was raised to
Level 3, which “indicates we feel
an eruption is imminent, or is in
progress,” said U.S. Geological
Survey geologist Tom Pierson.
He said Saturday afternoon that
an explosion probably would hap-
pen within the next 24 hours.

On Friday, the volcano spewed
a plume of steam and ash thou-

Cars make there way down from the Johnston Ridge Observatory Saturday past the media parking area at
Mount St. Helens, Wash., on Spirit Lake Memorial Highway after the U.S. Forest Service closed the center
just after noon because of changes in the seismic activity on the mountain. Soon afterwards, the media was
told to move several miles down the road.

sands of feet into the air, but
there was a scant release of
steam Saturday — a puff of white
cloud, followed by a dust-raising
landslide in the crater. A volcanic
tremor signal that came next was
what prompted the heightened
alert level, and scientists detect-
ed elevated levels of volcanic
gases later in the day.

Hundreds of visitors at the
building closest to the volcano —
Johnston Ridge Observatory five

away — were asked to
leave Saturday. Some relocated
several miles north to Coldwater
Ridge Visitors Center, which offi-
cials said was safe.

People pitched tents alongside
park roads and spent the night
waiting to see what the rumbling
volcano would do. Saturday was
the busiest day ever at visitors’
centers on the mountain, with
thousands of people packing
buildings, crowding parking lots
and sitting alongside roads in
lawn chairs.

Barbara Jardin, 53, of Camas,
said she saw the plume at midday
and was afraid she’d miss some-
thing if she left the area. “I just
stare at it and stare at it. It's too
awesome to leave,” she said.

Interior Secretary Gale Norton,
who flew over the mountain Satur-

day, said the seismic activity has
weakened the 1,000-foot lava
dome that began forming in the
volcano’s crater after the 1980
eruption.

“The greatest concern at this
point is an ash plume and the
spread of ash itself that might
come from an explosion,” Norton
said. “This is a concern for air-
craft travel.”

Saturday’s tremor lasted about
an hour before it was drowned
out by a series of earthquakes —
one or two a minute, with a maxi-
mum magnitude of “well over 2,”
said Tom Yelin, a USGS seismolo-
gist at the University of Washing-

Mount St. Helens imminent

ton’s seismic laboratory in Seat-
tle.

The growing consensus among
scientists is that new magma is
probably entering the volcano’s
upper levels, bringing with it vola-
tile gases that could lead to erup-
tions, said Bill Steele at the Uni-
versity of Washington lab.

Late Saturday, scientists flew
past the volcano to measure its
emissions. USGS spokeswoman
Stephanie Hanna said for the first
time in this Volcano Alert the in-
struments are detecting elevated
levels of carbon dioxide, which es-
capes as magma rises toward the
surface from the Earth’s interior.

The increasing rate at which a
volcano releases gases like CO2
and sulfur dioxide reflects chang-
es in the volume of magma rising
within its reservoir. Scientists at
the rim of the volcano smelled hy-
drogen sulfide, similar to rotten
eggs, Wynn said.

The USGS said explosions
from the crater could occur with-
out warning, possibly throwing
rock onto the flanks of the volca-

no.

Still, scientists said the evacua-
tion of the observatory was prima-
rily a precaution in case of heavy
ash, which could make it difficult
to drive.

“We still feel lhe risk is con-
fined to this area,” Pierson said.

No communities are near
Mount St. Helens; the closest,
Toutle, is 30 miles west. Few peo-
ple live near the mountain, the
centerpiece of the Mount St.
Helens National Volcanic Monu-
ment in the Gifford Pinchot Na-
tional Forest about 100 miles
south of Seattle.

The 1980 blast obliterated the
top 1,300 feet of the volcano, dev-
astated miles of forest and buried
the North Fork of the Toutle
River in debris and ash as much
as 600 feet deep.

BY HARRY DUNPHY

of the annual meetings of the two
d lending institu-

The Press

WASHINGTON —  Govern-
ments must actively oppose ter-
ror but must not let that fight re-
duce efforts to strengthen the glo-
bal economic recovery and re-
duce poverty in the world’s poor-
est countries, international fi-
nance officials said Sunday.

Referring to wars in Afghani-
stan, Iraq and Africa and violence
in other parts of the world, World
Bank President James Wolfen-
sohn said governments have be-
come preoccupied with security.

“It is absolutely right that we
fight terror. We must,” he said.
“The danger, however , is that in
our preoccupation with immedi-
ate threats, we lose sight of the
longer term and equally urgent
causes of our insecure world: frus-
tration and lack of hope.”

He said eradication of poverty
was essential to global stability
and peace.

Wolfensohn and Rodrigo Rato,
head of the International Mone-
tary Fund, spoke on the final day

tions, owned by its 184 member
governments.

Rato said the governments still
had much to do to boost the global
economic  recovery, including
carefully monitoring effects of
higher oil prices on their econo-
mies.

“To date, in many of our mem-
ber countries, the impact of high-
er oil prices on output and infla-
tion appears moderate,” Rato
said.

“But a high oil price places an
especially heavy burden on the
poorest countries, in part by re-
ducing their ability to finance
much-needed imports.

He said the IMF stands ready
to help them.

Rato said another challenge fac-
ing governments was to manage
an orderly transition to higher in-
terest rates.

In talks Friday and Saturday
the United States and other lead-
ing industrial nations failed to re-
solve differences over debt reduc-

MF, World Bank weigh terror war, debt

tion for poor countries and Iraq.
They also expressed unease over
the effect rising oil prices might
have on world economies.

Tight security was in place out-
side the meetings, with many
downtown Washington streets
closed to traffic and large con-
crete barrier blocks in place. In
August, the United States report-
ed that the IMF and World Bank
were on a terrorist target list of
major financial institutions.

About a dozen protesters set up
atent in a small, heavily barricad-
ed park across the street from the
World Bank and IMF headquar-
ters, which are a few blocks from
the White House.

In a demonstration on the El-
lipse, a grassy area between the
White House and the Washington
Monument, about 300 people pro-
tested the Iraq war. U.S. Park Po-
lice arrested 28 who police said
had illegally crossed a barrier set
up between the White House and
the demonstration. The 28 were
trying to deliver to the White
House a cardboard box carrying
names of people who had died in
the conflict.

Former POWs to get
more veterans’ benefits

BY ANGELA K. BROWN
The Associated Press

ARLINGTON, Texas — All
former U.S. prisoners of war
who suffer from heart disease
or stroke will receive govern-
ment health care benefits with-
out having to prove the ailments
‘were ed to their captmty,
Veterans Affairs Secretary An-
thony Principi said Saturday.

He announced the benefits
while addressing the annual con-
vention of the American Ex-Pris-
oners of War, an Arling-
ton-based group with about
21,000 members nationwide.

Former POWs had received
coverage if they could prove
their heart disease or stroke was.
caused by deprivation and brutal-
ity while imprisoned decades
ago. But proving that link was dif-
ficult despite studies that have
shown stress in captivity leads to
such diseases, Principi said.

“These are the men and some
women who endured the most
brutal of hardships in captivity,”

he said. “Their stories are what
it means to be an Ameri

Some 20,000 former POWS are
expected to receive the new bene-
fits, which will go into effect
Thursday and do not require con-
gressional approval. The benefits
will cost at least $26 million the
first year and will be absorbed in
the veterans’ health care budget,
Principi said.

Some 35900  American
ex-POWs were still alive as of
January, including more than
33,000 from World War II, 2,100
from the Korean War and near-
ly 600 from Vietnam, according
to the VA.

All ex-POWs are eligible for
benefits covering several illness-
es, including psychosis, any anxi-
ety state and post-traumatic ar-
thritis.

Former servicemembers held
captive for at least 30 days are
eligible for health-care cover-
age of several illnesses, includ-
ing cirrhosis of the lwer irrita-
ble bowel syndrome and peptic
ulcer disease.
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Poll shows d
gap hetween

BY RONALD BROWNSTEIN
AND KATHLEEN HENNESSEY
Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON — John F. Kerry improved his
image with voters who watched his debate with Pres-
ident Bush last week but didn't significantly shift
their choice in the presidential race, a Los Angeles
Times Poll of debate viewers has found.

While the debate generally did not diminish im-
pressions of Bush on most questions, it did restore
some of the luster Kerry had lost amid relentless Re-
publican pounding since his party’s convention in
July, the poll found.

The key political question will be whether those
gains in Kerry’s image will help him peel away vot-
ers from Bush in the days ahead.

More than three times as many of the people who
watched Thursday’s debate chose Kerry rather than
Bush as the winner, the poll found. Kerry also made
gains with viewers on questions relating to national
security and strength of leadership.

And the percentage of debate viewers with a favor-
able perception of Kerry increased from 52 percent
before to 57 percent after.

Kerry’s most dramatic advance in the survey
came in convincing more voters that he has a thor-
ough agenda for the next four years. Asked which
candidate had the more detailed plan for the policies
he would pursue if elected, those who watched the de-
bate gave Bush a nine-percentage point edge before
the encounter; afterward, they preferred Kerry by
four percentage points.

“I thought (Kerry) did remarkably well within that
format,” said Joanne Sullivan, a registered Republi-
can from Bremen, Maine. “He was very specific and
went from Point A to Point B so much better than the
platitudes that emerged from George Bush’s side.”

The poll, conducted Thursday night and Friday,
surveyed 1,368 voters who in

ebate closed
Kerry, Bush

Democratic presidential candidate John Kerry, left,
listens as President Bush answers a question during
the presidential debate in Florida on Thursday.

ers said they had, in fact, watched the debate; it is
their attitudes the poll reports.

In last week’s Times Poll, Kerry trailed Bush
among all registered voters by 49 percent to 45 per-
cent. But the voters who watched the matchup pre-
ferred Kerry by 48 percent to 47 percent for Bush be-
fore the debate. After the debate, viewers divided al-
‘most exactly the same way, with 49 percent favoring
Kerry, 47 percent Bush.

That tracks with other post-debate polls showing
improvements in Kerry’s image but generally little
immediate change in the race. The exception is a

aTimes survey last week and agreed to be contacted
after the Sept. 30 debate. Among the group, 725 vot-

poll Thursday night through
Saturday in whlch Kerry led Bush, 49 percent to 46
percent among registered voters.

Commssior
26Z Care bl

“...security comes from
within...and the security
of all men is founded
upon the security of
the individual.”

Christian Service Charities
Christian charities you know and trust.

255 ACHMS Hope 2008 Christian Millaey Fllowstip
ACSIs Chilire 2047 © e Fu
25 A 20 Resef Senvies
284 e Anarc Saisn 2032 Comgassion Imemational ncorporated
Foundation 2011 Enginoering Mt International
064 Aid to Oviceen, Youth and Famiies 2034 Family Resuarch Council
007 A0S Eare Fund 2052 Fe Tre Ciliren
2069 Aleate & Druy Rocoweny Fured 2085 Fellowshi o
205 Allianes Dterse Fud 67 Fuc e Py
2058 American Famil Associatin 204 Foud forthe Hungey, Inc
2060 Americans Coring fo Chihen 2099 Homa School Faundaticn
Werliwidn 2006 Intornatioral Chritian Covcam
2001 Assuvauan for Chitiaa Conferences, 2080 Kios far i Kirgooo
Tearhing & Service (ADCTS] 2090 Ute Teen. b
2022 Assocation of Guspel 21 Marcy Stips
2072 Wecan Medics
2040 wm..r.cwmw,mu.mm,u—
i) ot
2018
07
w17
2010 Nararene Corpsssionste

Campus Crusid for Cist's Gosat

S

ry
. Hall st Logal Seciey

e

i Fourc

Wricwide Christian Schools
Viveie it Faneistrs
Young Life

wnavws, christianservicecharities.org  CFCH 2000

PAGE 7

RN R pemocratic

presidential
= nominee Sen.
John Kerry, his
wife Teresa
Heinz Kerry,
left, and actress
Uma Thurman
take part in
Redbook’s
Mothers &
Shakers awards
luncheon in New
Yorkin
September.

AP

Experts: Kerry win
rests on female vote

BY NANCY BENAC
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON Cynthia
Moore — single mother, moder-
ate Democrat — is the living em-
bodiment of one of Sen. John Ker-
1y’s biggest challenges in the pres-
idential race. There are things
she doesn’t like about President
Bush, she says, but the president
will get her vote on Nov. 2 be-
cause she thinks he’ll do a better
job of protecting her two daugh-
ters.

“Terrorism is something that
scares me,” says Moore, 34, of
Watkins Glen, N.Y. “I like the se-
curity of knowing that if I was to
get on a plane with my little girls,
we would be a lot safer.”

Kerry’s strong performance in
the first presidential debate did
him no good with Moore — her
mind made up, she didnt even
watch.

Polling numbers show that
Bush has made big strides among
female voters in recent weeks.
The Pew Research Center
showed Bush and Kerry running
about even among women in a
poll taken Sept. 22-26, compared
with a 10-point advantage for
Kerry in August.

Democracy Corps, a group led
by Democratic pollster Stan
Greenberg and strategist James
Carville, said its survey of 1,318
likely voters who watched the de-
bate showed that Kerry’s favor-
able ratings rose by 15 points
among college-educated women
and 11 points among older
women, two groups that moved
away from him since the Republi-
can convention.

All sides agree that Kerry’s
election prospects are doomed if
he doesn’t regain ground with fe-
male voters, who tend to make up
their minds later than men.

“It’s just simply this: In order
for Kerry to win, he’s got to carry
women,” says Andrew Kohut, di-
rector of the Pew center.

Democratic  pollster  Doug
Schoen, not affiliated with any
campaign, sets the bar even high-
er: “If he doesn’t win women by
about 10 points, he will not be
elected president.”

Recent presidential elections
have displayed a “gender gap” in
which women, who make up
about 52 percent of the elector-
ate, lean more Democratic than

do men. In 1996, President Clin-
ton beat Bob Dole by 16 points
among women and broke even
among men as he easily won
re-election. In the neck-and-neck

among female voters while men
favored Bush by about the same
margin.

This time, the gender gap still
exists, but the whole scale seems
to have shifted in Bush’s favor in
recent weeks, in part simply be-
cause Kerry did more poorly
across the board. An AP-Ipsos
poll taken Sept. 20-22, for exam-
ple, showed men favoring Bush
by a 57-40 margin while women
were about evenly split.

But the numbers also have
given rise to speculation about a
new bloc of voters known as “se-
curity moms,” loosely defined as
white, married women with chil-
dren whose leanings in the race
are tied to their concern about the
impact of terrorism on their fami-
lies.

Are these akin to the
sought-after “soccer moms” of
1996, whose support for Demo-
crats helped secure a second
term for Clinton? “I hate the cute-
sey terms, but to a great extent
that’s exactly what they are,”
says Republican pollster Ed
Goeas. “You have these security
moms who are concerned about
the war on terror, the war on Iraq
and see George W. Bush as the an-
swer.”

Evidence of women’s concern
about terrorism is sprinkled
throughout recent polling data, al-
though men also attach substan-
tial importance to the issue.

Pew, for example, found that 79
percent of women rated concern
about terrorism as a top priority,
compared with 72 percent of
men.

The center also found that
women showed far greater inter-
est than men in last month's siege
at a school in Beslan, Russia, in
which more than 330 peaple were
Killed, nearly half of them chil-

ren.

Kohut says women have been
feeling “cross pressured” in the
current campaign — thinking
Bush would do a better job than
Kerry on terrorism but favoring
Kerry on the economy and health
care. Men split similarly, but by
margins more favorable to Bush.
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Atlantic City casino staffers launch strike

Union members are seeking
three-year contract, benefits

BY JOHN CURRAN
The Associated Press

ATLANTIC CITY, N.J. — Thou-
sands of bartenders, cocktail wait-
resses and other workers donned
ponchos and hats to walk picket
lines in the rain Saturday, the sec-
ond day of a strike against seven
of Atlantic City’s casino-hotels.

“We gotta’ do what we gotta
do, rain or shine,” said Bernard
Bryant, 54, a room service cash-
jer at Resorts Atlantic City.
“We're not asking for any unrea-
sonable demands.”

Union members want a
three-year contract, casino-fund-
ed health care and

Of Atlantic City’s 12 casinos,
the strike affected seven: Bally’s
Atlantic_City, Caesars Atlantic
City, Harrah’s Atlantic City,
Showboat Hotel-Casino, the Atlan-
tic City Hilton, Resorts Atlantic
City and the Tropicana Casino
and Resort.

No new talks were scheduled
between the union and managers.

Card dealers, front-office exec-
utives and other workers not be-
longing to Local 54 substituted
for the strikers. At Resorts, a vice
president of hotel operations gave
out valet parking tickets to cus-
tomers.

Gamblers in town for the week-
end had mixed feelings, with

against the use of nonunion res-
taurant workers.

Their five-year contract ex-
pired Sept. 15.

Visitors, meanwhile, faced a
weekend of noisy picket-line pro-
tests, closed restaurants and
sometimes uneven service from
executives and others performing
unfamiliar tasks in the strikers’
absence.

some y for
the workers' demands and others
criticizing the decision to go on

strike.

“They’re having trouble setting
the tables and we had to eat off
paper plates instead of dishes,”
said Ed Garrison, 59, of Burling-
ton, Vt., who spent Friday night at
Resorts Atlantic City with his
wife Helen. “I'd like to see them

Lucille Ace, center, walks the picket line Fnday near the Claridge Casino in Atlas
workers walked off the job and onto picket lines at seven of Atlantic City’s 12 casinos, some in the middle of
their shifts, vowing to stay out until the casinos meet their demands for a three-year contract, protection

settle it.” from

outlets and casino-f

AP
City, N.J. About 10,000

d health care.

FDA: Despite Vioxx move, most drugs are still reasonably safe

BY DIEDTRA HENDERSON

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Americans should
safe taking g
pruved prescription drugs — with a few ca-
veats — even after a popular arthritis medi-
cation was pulled from the market, medi-
cal experts say.

Vioxx was the first prescription drug
since 2001 to be taken off the market for
safety reasons. Its maker, Merck & Co.,
cited an increased risk of heart attack and
stroke in people who used the medication.

The withdrawal on Thursday came just
weeks after the company defended the
safety of the drug, which accounted for
$2.5 billion in worldwide sales in 2003, and

the Food and Drug
Administration  ap-
proved the use of
Vioxx in children as
young as 2 years old.
The problems with
Vioxx raise ques-
tions about the agen-
cy’s safety review
process and  the
length of time it took
Merck to pull the
drug, observers say.
“No drug is fully safe said Crystal Rice,
an FDA spokeswoman. “Our job is to appro-
priately balance our decisions, based on
the risk-benefit profile for a drug and the
societal need and desire for new drugs,”
Rice said in an e-mail. “We believe that our

&k [ fear that FDA has
gotten a little bit too
cowed by industry
demands to function as
a good regulator.yy

Harvard Medical School

actions  regarding
VioXx Were appropri-
ate and consistent
with our  public
health mission.”

The FDA has
come under intense
pressure from the in-
dustry and else-
where to approve
drugs more quickly,
despite clinical trials
that some say enroll
too few patients and for too short a time for
worrisome side effects to surface.

Dr. Jerry Avorn
Associate professor,

Research from Harvard, Vanderbilt Uni-
versity and Merck’s own clinical trial long
ago uncovered concerns about an in-
creased risk of heart attacks and high

blood pressure linked to Vioxx, said Dr.
Jerry Avorn, who pointed to the issue in his
book, “Powerful Medicines: The Benefits,
Risks and Costs of Prescription Drugs.”

“Why does it take this long for them to ac-
knowledge the risk?” he asked.

“I fear that FDA has gotten a little bit too
cowed by industry demands to function as
a good regulator,” said Avorn, an associate
professor of medicine at Harvard Medical
School who is affiliated with Brigham and
‘Women’s Hospital in Boston.

An agency spokeswoman, Kathleen K.
Quinn, said the FDA gets “pressure from
all sides — allegations that we're too fast,
too slow. We make decisions on the basis of
the science. We weigh the benefits against
the risks ... and we make the tough calls.”

Report: Salmon study ordered rewritten

Jaguar X-4 gets low marks on crash tests

The Associated Press

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — Federal biologists eval-
uating the effects of shlfung millions of gallons of
water to Southern California from rivers in the
north were ordered by their superiors to revise a
conclusion that the plan would hurt endangered
salmon, a newspaper reported Saturday.

Atissue is a state-federal plan for the network of
reservoirs and aqueducts that moves water to
Southern California.

Biologists at the National Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration initially found that the
water project would harm fish in many rivers in
Northern California, including salmon in the Amer-
ican River. But NOAA administrators overruled
the report’s findings and supervised a rewriting of
the analysis, according to documents obtained by
The Sacramento Bee.

Some agency employees who asked not to be
identified said some of the changes had no basis in
science and will substantially weaken protections
for endangered winter-run salmon, steelhead and
other fish.

NOAA officials say the revisions were justified.
Agency biologists made some errors and “unsub-
stantiated conclusions” in their original draft, said
James Lecky, an agency administrator in Long
Beach who ordered the revisions.

The project would pump more water through
the San Joaquin Delta thern Cal-
ifornia.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service gave its bless-
ing to the plan in August, but NOAA biologists
reached a different conclusion. A draft report from
NOAA said the plan “is likely to jeopardize the con-
tinued existence of Sacramento winter-run Chi-
nook salmon and Central Valley steelhead,” as
well as spring-run salmon.

An updated version, dated Sept. 27, no longer con-
cludes that winter-run salmon or other fish could
face extinction by the extra water diversions. The
revised report also softens wording for how dam op-
erators could avoid future impacts on fish and no
longer calls for a minimum flow standard for the
American River, as the original draft did.

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The 2004
Jaguar X-Type got the worst rat-
ing of any midsize sedan in
side-impact crash tests conducted
by the insurance industry.

The X-Type, which starts at
$31,000, fared worse than some
less expensive cars, according to
test results released Sunday by
the Insurance Institute for High-
way Safety.

The institute’s test measures the
impact on dummies in the front
and back seats of a sedan that is
struck in the side by a sport utility
vehicle traveling 31 mph. The gov-
ernment’s test mimics a side-im-
pact crash involving two cars.

Adrian Lund, the institute’s
chief operating officer, said the
Jaguar’s side air bags protected
the dummies’ heads, but the side
of the vehicle was crushed and

could have caused severe injuries
to the driver’s torso.

Both the 2005 Mitsubishi Galant
and the 2004 Saab 9-3 earned the
institute’s highest rating, along
with the 2004 Lexus ES 330 and
the 2004 Acura TL.

The Saab 9-3 and the Toyota
RAV4, a small sport utility vehi-
cle, are the only vehicles to earn
the institute’s best pick designa-
tion on both side-impact and
front-crash tests, Lund said.

The Mitsubishi Galant's top rat-
ing was a significant improvement
from 2004, when it was tested with-
out side air bags and got the insti-
tute’s lowest rating. In 2004, the ve-
hicle had optional side air bags.

Twenty-seven percent of 2004
vehicles offered head-protecting
side air bags as standard equip-
ment. An additional 21 percent of-
fered them as an option, the insti-
tute said.
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Children stand on the bank of Lake Salvador in Crown Point, La., as
they watch a Jefferson Parish Sheriff's patrol boat head to the scene of
an accident. An airboat carrying 16 tourists through the swamps

capsized Saturday, cri

lly injuring several passengers.

Louisiana boat tour
capsizes; 3 injured

BY STACEY P. JENKINS
The Associated Press

CROWN POINT, La. — An air-
boat carrying 16 tourists through
the swamps here capsized Satur-
day evening, critically injuring
three aboard, authorities said.

The accident occurred in the
swamps surrounding Lake Salva-
dor, about 22 miles south of New
Orleans.

The Coast Guard initially said
at least one person was dead and
one missing, but later said that
could not be confirmed.

Jefferson  Parish  sheriff's
spokesman Col. John Fortunato
said all passengers and the cap-
tain were found and taken to hos-
pitals in the New Orleans area,

where two were in critical condi-
tion. Another person was upgrad-
ed to serious, officials said.

There was no immediate word
on the identities of the victims.

Tourists flock to the swamps to
see wildlife that includes alliga-
tors — often drawn into sight by
chicken meat dangling from poles
on the boats.

The capsized boat — a flat-bot-
tom aluminum vessel powered by
a large fan mounted on the stern
— belongs to Louisiana Swamp
Tours.

‘Company owner Milton Walker

Jr. rushed to the scene Saturday
evening.
“Ive always felt as though
we've been safe in operation,” he
said. “I never thought something
like this could happen.”
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Wife clings to ‘ray of hope’

Search for
missing men
called off

BY KIM CURTIS

The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — Two
Northern California women are
convinced that if anyone could
survive a plane crash in the Alas-
kan wilderness, it would be their
husbands.

“They had luggage, they had
food, they had warm clothes,
flashlights,” Barbara Koenig said
of her husband and his friends,
who disappeared Sept. 20 as their
floatplane headed to a fishing
lodge. “We still have a ray of
hope.”

Aboard the plane were Lloyd
“Dick” Koenig, 69, of Pleasanton;
Jerry Balmer, 61, of Auburn; Jim
Murphy, 65, of Sequim, Wash.;
Murphy’s twin brother, Joe Mur-
phy of Bremerton, Wash.; and the
pilot, Eric Johnson, 26, of Sitka,
Alaska.

“I still have the feeling that
they’re alive. I don’t know if it’s
denial or wishful thinking or
what,” Jackie Balmer said Satur-
day from the couple’s home east
of Sacramento in the Sierra foot-
hills. “If anybody can walk out,
these guys can.”

The U.S. Coast Guard called off
its search Wednesday after near-
ly 200 hours of searching. It had

AP

Barbara Koenig's husband, Lloyd “Dick” Koenig, disappeared with four
other men in the Alaskan wilderness Sept. 20 when their plane failed
to arrive at a fishing lodge. Although the U.S. Coast Guard has called
off its official search, Koenig believes her husband may still be alive.

“We sil

have a ray of hope,” she said Saturday from her home in Pleas-

anton, Calif. The company that owns the plane is continuing the search.

used all its available crews and
aircraft, including night-vision
equipment.

“They felt that they had ex-
hausted every possible effort to lo-
cate any survivors,” Coast Guard
Petty Officer Thomas McKenzie
said.
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But Harris Aircraft Services of
Sitka, which owns the Beaver
floatplane and has employed
Johnson since spring, had no
plans to give up the search.

“No one has found a thing,” dis-
patcher Dan DeLong said.

“That's very unusual. Normal-
ly, you'd find something, a piece
of wreckage, something.”

He said at least four planes
have been continuing the search.

Fishing boats and ships in the
area have been told to watch for
anything unusual on their sonar
and a dozen volunteers have been
searching on foot over rough and
heavily wooded terrain, DeLong
said.

“Hope dwindles, but it's there,”
DeLong said.

The plane took off from Sitka,
on the west side of Baranof Island
near Juneau in southeast Alaska.

Bad weather forced it to take
the long route over water instead
of heading directly to the lodge
over land, DeLong said. The short
route is about 20 air miles and
takes approximately 12 minutes,
while the long route is about 100
air miles taking about 50 minutes,
DeLong said.

The passengers were at the
start of a weeklong fishing trip
they’d been planning for six
months, Barbara Koenig said.
Jerry Balmer, Lloyd Koenig and
Jim Murphy were longtime mem-
bers of California chapters of the
Ironworkers International Union.

Murphy moved to Washington
from Sacramento about two years
ago.

Koenig said her husband loved
the outdoors, boating and air-
planes.

“When airplanes flew over the
house, he’d run out to see what
kind it was,” she said, adding he’d
been eager to visit Alaska for
years.
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Joint operation nabs alleged ETA members

Two top suspected Basque separatist leaders, 16 others captured in French-Spanish raid

The Press

said. Police also

BAYONNE, France — Two of
Spain’s most wanted alleged ter-
rorists and at least 16 other sus-
pected members of the armed
Basque separatist group ETA
were captured Sunday in a vast
French-Spanish police operation,
authorities said.

Mikel Albizu Iriarte and
Soledad Iparraguirre, a couple
who had been on the run since
1993, were arrested near Pau in
southwestern France, French in-
vestigators and Spanish authori-
ties said. The pair, both aged 43,
were with their son.

They had false papers and re-
fused to answer questions but
were identified by police agents,

sent copies of their fingerprints to
Spain to confirm their identities.

ETA has since the 1960s car-
ried out bombings and assassina-
tions in Spain to get an indepen-
dent Basque state. The armed
group is classified as a terrorist
organization by the European
Union and the United States. It
has claimed or has been blamed
for more than 800 deaths.

ETA militants have long
crossed into peaceful Basque
provinces of southwest France to
take refuge or make plans.
French and Spanish authorities
closely cooperate to hunt them
down.

Mikel Albizu, who uses the alias

Mikel Antza, is thought to have be-
come a top ETA leader 12 years
ago after police devastated the
separatist organization by arrest-
ing most of its senior members.

Albizu managed to escape an-
other police raid last April that
netted an ETA logistics chief,
Feliz Ignacio Esparza.

Iparraguirre, who uses the
alias “Amboto,” is considered one
of ETA’s leading female mem-
bers.

She comes from a family of
ETA militants and became very
active after her boyfriend was
killed in a police raid when she
was aged 20. She allegedly partici-
pated in dozens of attacks from
1984 through 1992 that together

killed 15 people and injured more
than 20 injured.

French authorities said all but
one of the 16 other suspected
ETA members were arrested in
towns between Pau and Bayonne
in southwest France.

The other suspect was arrested
in the northern Spanish city of
Burgos. He is thought to have
planted bombs for ETA at power

in

“No less than seven homes
have been searched and police
have seized plenty of documenta-
tion, weapons and explosives, in
important quantities.”

“The arrests are part of an ex-
cellent collaboration between
Spain and France in anti-terror-
ism policies,” the minister added.

me 140 police agents took
part in the raids. Seven weapons
caches uncovered contained rock-
et assault rifles, muni-

Spain’s Interior Mlmstry put
the number of suspects in custo-
dy at 21. The discrepancy with
the French figure could not imme-
diately be explained.

“The operation is very impor-
tant,” said Spanish Interior Minis-
ter Jose Antonio Alonso.

tions and explosives. Police also
seized cash and documents, the
French interior ministry said.

The raids came on the heels of
the arrests earlier Isst week in
Spain of five people who were sus-
pected of helping ETA members
slip across the border into
France.

Disillusioned
Bosnians stay
clear of polls

BY AIDA CERKEZ-ROBINSON
The Associated Press

SARAJEVO, Bosnia-Herzegovina — Dis-
illusioned by officials’ failure to improve
Bosnia’s economy, many voters stayed
away from municipal elections on Satur-
day, while preliminary results indicated
that the three nationalist parties were in
the lead.

The election for new councils and may-
ors in 142 municipalities was the first post-
war vote fully funded and organized by
Bosnian authorities. It also was the first in
which mayors of Bosnian cities will be di-
rectly elected.

Despite the electoral advances in the
former Yugoslav republic, recent opinion
polls predicted less than half of the more
than 2.3 million eligible voters would par-
ticipate, something political analyst Igor
Gajic predicted would benefit the national-
ist parties.

Just 45 percent of the electorate voted,
according to preliminary results, a
record-low turnout that was 21 percentage
points lower than in the last municipal elec-
tions, held in 2000.

Preliminary results from 46 of the mu-
nicipalities indicated that most votes went
to the three nationalist parties: the Party
for Democratic Action, a Muslim bloc; the
Serb Democratic Party and the Croat Dem-
ocratic Union, which have been leading
Bosnia since 1990.

Preliminary results for the remainder of
the municipalities were expected late Sun-
day and final results within a month.

“I can’t see the difference between the
candidates,” said Marko Peric, 63, from
Mostar, who was not planning to vote. “I'm
sick of politics.”

Voters choosing among 70 parties, 18 co-
alitions, six independent lists of candidates
and 144 independent candidates.

Reliable pollsters in Bosnia generally
steer clear of forecasting results, but na-
tionalist parties usually win in rural areas,
while non-nationalist groups do better in
cities.

A non-nationalist party, the Social Demo-
cratic Party, won municipal and general
elections four years ago in Muslim-domi-

Bosnian Mu:

im women refugees from Srebrenica

a line to cast their ballots at a

poling station in Tuzla, 43 miles north of Sarajevo, on Saturday.

Serbian runoff elections

BELGRADE, Serbia-Montenegro —
Loyalists to Slobodan Milosevic were
poised to win at least one city Sunday in
municipal runoff elections.

‘The trouble-prone Balkan republic was
electing mayors for four of its largest cit-
ies, including the capital, Belgrade, and
Novi Sad, the provincial capital of Vojvod-
ina.

In those races, candidates from the ul-
trana'.lonallst Serblan Radical Party were

an Union and NATO earlier this year, has
seen its support drop from 36 percent in
2000 to 24 percent shortly before the vote.

Opinion polls show incumbent Prime
Minister Anton Rop’s center-left party in
a dead heat with Janez Jansa's cen-
ter-right Democratic Party coming into
the nationwide ballot.

Abkhazia presidential race

TBILISI, Georgia — Five candidates
squared off Sundav in an election for the

running against pro-We
ern members of the Democmnc Party.

Slovenians go to the polls

LJUBLJANA, Slovenia — Slovenians
were voting Sunday in parliamentary
elections that could snap the center-left’s
grip on power held virtually since the
country gained independence from the
old Yugoslav federation in 1991

The Liberal Party, which

hazia, all sharing a
comm]tment to keep their breakaway re-
gion from submitting to Georgian rule.

Prime Minister Raul Khadzhimba,
backed by outgoing President Vladislav
Ardzinba and by neighboring Russia, was
the front-runner, but opposition candidate
Sergei Bagapsh posed a strong challenge.

The turnout was hlgh with more than
30 percent of the reglon ’s 121,000 eligible
voters casting ts during the first
three hours of the vme

led the country of 2 million into the Europe-

From The Associated Press

nated areas of the country. But the party
failed to bring quick improvements, and
disappointed voters returned to the nation-
alists in general elections two years later.
Most Bosnians are “tired of repeated
fruitless elections,” said political analyst
Tanja Topic. “Nobody elected so far has
managed to solve any of the problems poi-
soning people’s everyday life, and in the

eyes of the average citizen, all parties have
become the same.”

The three main nationalist parties led
their ethnic groups throughout the 1992-95
Bosnian war between Muslims, Serbs and
Croats. The war ended with a 1995 peace
agreement that recognized the country
within its original borders, but internally
divided it along ethnic lines into a Mus-
lim-Croat federation and a Serb republic.

Germany’s
lagging east
mars annual
celebration

Reunification anniversary
eclipsed by welfare reforms

BY JOCHEN WIESIGEL
The Associated Press

ERFURT, Germany — German leaders
celebrated the 14th anniversary of national
reunification Sunday, with calls for Ger-
mans to accept painful social welfare cuts
amid fears that the former communist east
may never catch up with the more prosper-
ous west.

The west has provided billions to rebuild
infrastructure and prop up living stan-
dards since reunification on Oct. 3, 1990, a
year after the fall of the Berlin Wall. But a
summer of protests — mainly in the east —
against a slate of unprecedented unemploy-
ment benefit cuts has renewed debate
about the inequities between the nation’s
regions.

With the economy mired in stagnation,
many east Germans are bitter that promis-
es of prosperity have failed to materialize.

President Horst Koehler tried to take
the focus off that debate in a ceremony in
the eastern city of Erfurt, but warned that
Germans would have to learn to live with
welfare reforms.

“We cannot accept unemployment any-
‘where, no matter if it is the north, south,
west or east,” he said.

But “when can we bid farewell to the fal-
lacy that we can keep pushing problems
into the future through ever higher nation-
al debt?... Tam convinced that we can and
will conquer this mountain” of challenges.

Protesters jeered Koehler in the east
German city of Rostock last week, angry at
comments he made in a magazine inter-
view in mid-September in which he sug-
gested that standards of living in the east
cannot realistically be brought up to those
of the west.

He drew praise from some, however, for
injecting honesty into Germany’s view of
its eastern states.
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Gaza campaign expands

BY IBRAHIM BARZAK
The Associated Press

JEBALIYA REFUGEE CAMP,
Gaza Strip — Prime Minister
Ariel Sharon vowed Sunday to ex-
pand Israel’s deadliest offensive
in Gaza in four years and to stay
as long as needed to stop Palestin-
ian rocket attacks.

An Israeli aircraft struck a
group of Palestinian militants in
Gaza City, killing two, just mo-
ments after they fired a rocket at
Israel from the back of a donkey
cart. Before dawn, tanks and bull-
dozers razed houses, factories
and a kindergarten in the north-
ern Gaza Strip.

And in the southern part, tanks
and bulldozers opened a new
front, briefly moving from a Jew-
ish settlement into the Khan You-
nis refugee camp, residents said.

So far, S5 Palestinians and
three Israeli soldiers have been
killed in the offensive launched
by Israel after a Palestinian rock-
et attack on Wednesday killed
two preschoolers in the town of
Sderot. Israel poured 2,000 troops
into northern Gaza — seizing an
area five miles deep and wading
into Jebaliyah, the biggest Pales-
tinian refugee camp and one of
the most crowded places in the
world.

Sharon said he would keep
troops in northern Gaza indefi-
nitely to prevent Palestinian rock-
et fire and shelling. The Palestin-
ian attacks have sharpened oppo-
sition to Sharon’s plan to with-
draw troops and settlers from the
‘Gaza Strip.

“Itis necessary to bring about a
complete end to the firing of rock-

Israeli soldiers unload from an armored vehicle at a military staging
area on Sunday after returning from the Jebaliya refugee camp on the
northern border of the Gaza Strip. Israel Prime Minister Ariel Sharon
warned that his army's largest operation in Gaza in four years would
expand as much as necessary to stop Palestinian rocket attacks.

ets on Sderot and other towns that
border the Gaza Strip. The cur-
rent situation cannot continue,”
Sharon told Israel Radio.

“We have to expand .. the
areas of operation in order to get
the rocket launchers out of the
range of Israeli towns,” he added.

Currently, the homemade,
low-explosive Qassam rockets
used by Palestinian militants
have a range of about five miles.
On Saturday, Hamas militants
said they were expanding the Qas-
sam’s range and threatened to
strike the city of Ashkelon, nine
miles from the Gaza border.

S. Korea rebuked
for nuclear testing

BY S00-JEONG LEE
The Associated Press

SEOUL, South Korea — South
Korea must not conduct any more
nuclear experiments without noti-
fying the United Nations because
any secret nuclear activity, how-
ever small, is a matter of “serious
concern,” the U.N. nuclear chief
said Sunday.

The comments in Seoul by Mo-
hamed ElBaradei, director of the
International Atomic Energy
Agency, came after North Korea
warned that the South Korean ex-
periments had disrupted a dia-
logue between the two Koreas.

“It will be to expect

been held, but their militaries re-
main on alert along the tense bor-
der.

The controversy over South Ko-
rea’s experiments has also threat-
ened to further disrupt troubled
efforts to persuade North Korea
to dismantle its suspected nucle-
ar weapons programs.

ElBaradei was in South Korea
to take part in the Pugwash Con-
ference on Science and World Af-
fairs. But he also planned to meet
with several top officials during
his trij

His visit follows Seoul’s recent
admissions that it conducted a
plutonium-based nuclear experi-
mem more than 20 years ago and

any development of inter-Korean
relations unless the truth about
South Korea’s secret nuclear ex-
periments is probed,” the North
Korean news agency KCNA said
Saturday, citing an unidentified
Pyongyang official.

The two Koreas have conduct-
ed a fitful reconciliation process
since a 2000 summit between
their leaders. Family reunions,
Cabinet-level talks and economic
and cultural exchanges have

experi-
ment in 2000. South Korea says
the experiments were purely re-
search but has acknowledged it
should have informed the IAEA.
“Any undeclared activities is a
matter of serious concern for
me,” ElBaradei told reporters
upon arrival. “However, as far as
I know now, these have been
small experiments. We just want-
ed to make sure these were exper-
iments and that there were noth-
ing more than these experiments.

Sharon told Israel's Army
Radio the operation “is not a
short thing. The forces will have
to remain there as long as this
danger exists.”

“We must also operate to stop
the shelling of Israeli communi-
ties in Gaza now and during the
evacuation,” he said.

Israeli officials said the mili-
tary had no intention of setting up
a long-term presence in northern
Gaza. “The length of the opera-
tion will be determined by its re-
sults,” senior Defense Ministry of-
ficial Amos Gilad told Army
Radio.
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Blasts in India
target utilities

Wave of separatist attacks leaves
more than 50 dead, 100 wounded

BY WASBIR HUSSAIN
The Associated Press

GAUHATI, India — Suspected
separatists bombed a power line,
a gas pipeline, a tea plantation
and a crowded marketplace in
northeastern India on Sunday, in-
tensifying a campaign of violence
that has killed more than 50 peo-
ple and wounded at least 100 dur-
ing the last two days.

The violence, affecting the
states of Nagaland and Assam,
was among the deadliest to hit the
region, where more than three
dozen insurgent groups have
been active. They include one of
Asia’s longest-running separatist
conflicts, dating to shortly before
India gained independence from
Britain in 1947.

As troops patrolled streets in
Nagaland Sunday, a bomb explod-
ed in Dhekiagula, a village about
100 miles north of Gauhati, the
Assam state capital. Police said
15 people were wounded.

Also Sunday, suspected rebels
targeted a gas pipeline with a
land mine blast near the village of
Borhat in western Assam, 125
miles west of Gauhati, police said.
The extent of the damage was un-
known.

Also in Borhat, a tea garden
worker was Killed and two others
seriously injured when suspected
guerrillas detonated a bomb at

éQnts and Sensibility

Money tip of the day

Vote by absentee ballot

CBS MarketWatch

NEW YORK — Just because
you won't be near a polling place
on Election Day is no reason to
throw away one of your greatest
assets — your vote.

You can apply for an absentee
ballot if you:

W Are an American citizen
currently residing outside the
United States.

W Are a member of the armed
forces.

W Have a disability that pre-
vents you from voting at the poll-
ing booth.

M Are registered to vote, but
will be absent on Election Day
from the county in which you
are registered.

Rules for applying for an ab-
sentee ballot vary by state.

pplications are available at
your county’s board of elections
and at your county clerk’s office.

A family member may apply
for an absentee ballot in your
name if you cannot apply for it
yourself in person. The ballot
will be mailed to you at your cur-
rent address.

You can register for an absen-
lee ballot online if you are:

merican citizen cur-
renlly residing outside the Unit-
ed States.

WA member of the armed
forces currently stationed in Eu-
rope or the Pacific.

W Many states accept online
absentee-ballot  registration.
Those that do not are Arizona,
Arkansas, Tllinois, Kansas, Ken-
tucky, Louisiana, Nevada, North
Carolina, South Carolina, Wash-
ington and Wyoming To request
an absentee ballot online, visit
Declare Yourself at www.dec
lareyourself.com. The Web site
guides users through the steps
of requesting an absentee ballot
from their home state.

If you need assistance com-
pleting your absentee ballot,

their plantation, Press Trust of
India news agency said.

‘Two suspected rebels of the out-
lawed National Democratic Front
of Bodoland were killed when ex-
plosives they were carrying deto-
nated in Assam’s Sonitpur dis-
trict, PTI said.

Another bomb exploded at a
shop in Dabosal in western
Assam, wounding its owner, said
AK. Bhutani, the district magis-
trate. And in the nearby town of
Chitra, suspected militants blew
up an electrical transmission
tower, cutting the power supply
to the area, Bhutani said.

Federal Home Minister Shivraj
Patil visited Assam and Nagaland
on Sunday to assess the violence,
which began Saturday when sus-
pected separatists detonated a
bomb at a packed railway station
and sprayed gunfire into bustling
markets.

Nagaland’s death toll stood at
28 on Sunday, while Assam’s rose
to 25. No group claimed responsi-
bility and it wasn’t clear whether
the nine attacks in Nagaland and
Assam states were linked.

But Inspector-General Khagen
Sarma, the top police official of
Assam state, told The Associated
Press he “cannot rule out” the
possible involvement of the out-
lawed National Democratic Front
of Boroland, a tribal separatist
group that is active in the region.

EXCHANGE

Military rates

furo

Tapaneze yen (553
South Korean won (¢t

Babrain (Oinan

British poun

Canada (Dollar’

Denmark (Kron

Eqypt (Pound),
I

check your state’s be-
fore mailing in the ballot. Some
states require the witness’ signa-
ture or other confirmation of the
assistance rendered.

Be sure to mail back your ab-
sentee ballot with no later than
Oct. 11, Defense Department of-
ficials say.

30-year bon
Sources: The ASSoCiafed Press, Bank of
‘America, Bloomberg.cor
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Authors’ works off-base

Before reading the article by Ralph Pe-
ters in the New York Post, I was not even
aware of his existence. I admit this lightly.
I am German, and just like the average
German, my main literary interest does
not necessarily include books on the mili-
tary.

Df course, being called corrupt and lazy
ruffled my feathers, so I took the time to
read some more of Peters’ one-sided, opin-
ionated essays.

I came across one called “Dead Sol-
diers.” There, Peters attacked Democratic
presidential candidate Sen. John Kerry for
“broadcasting remarks that insist that the
terrorists are winning.” This, according to
Peters, shows that Kerry doesnt care
about the troops in Iraq. So if President
Bush cares (and Peters repeatedly says),
why did he state not too long ago that the
Wwar on terrorism cannot be won?

As quoted in Friday’s edition of Stars
and Stripes, Peters sees Germany’s pull-
ing out of the military expo as proof of the
German’s fascist streak. Quote: “It’s really
a shame that none of my books are in print
in Germany, because then they could burn
them like they did in the 1930s.” Let’s put
things into perspective, Peters: Your
books are not exactly world literature.

Not only are Peters’ articles written in
worst yellow-press style, he also seems to
be unaware of the true meaning of some of
the words he is using. Fascism, for exam-
ple, explains a heightened sense of nation-
al belonging; it rejects liberal ideas such
as individual rights. Fascism is strongly a
sociated with right-wing fanaticism, rac-
ism and violence. It therefore doesn't
make any sense to compare liberal Demo-
crats to Nazis, calling them fascists and
brownshirts, as Peters did in his article
“Howard the Coward.”

So how can a person of such slanderous
writing style with so little understanding
of history be called an acclaimed writer? I
am sure not going to read any more of his
pompous stuff, let alone buy one of his
books. I am going to stay with Fitzgerald
and Salinger, and enjoy some real Ameri-
can literature instead.

Heike Brazie
Hohenfels, Germany

Peters off target

Y also spent 10 years as a U.S. military of-
ficer in Germany like retired Lt. Col.
Ralph Peters and found my experience at
the other end of the spectrum.

1 remember when I initially had prob-
lems with a particular German employee,
I was told by my fellow officers that I
should forget trying to discipline him/her
because I would never get a disciplinary
entry in his records passed the “worker’s
council.”

1 was able to discipline and in one in-
stance even fire a local national employee.
The “you cannot do anything to a German
employee” mentality was very prevalent.
All it took was to actively document the
problems you were having.

Dooneshury

HEY! YOURE SUP-

POSED T BE READY

70 TRANSFER 7O

FIGHER, SOLDIER !
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Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:

U.S. Mail: International mail:
Stars and Stripes. Stars and Stripes.
Unit 29480 Postfach 1330

APO AE 09211 64345 Griesheim

Via fax: [Counlry code +49] (0) 6155/601395;
DSN 349-8395

E-mail: letters@mail estripes.osd.mil

The housing situation was one that we
caused ourselves. We Americans believe
in a free-market economy. When you go
onto the German housing market and are
willing to pay all your housing allowance
for an apartment that you would not let
your dog sleep in in the United States just
to get your family over, whose fault is it?
‘We were the ones who drove up the rents
because we were willing to pay the maxi-
m

um.
Politically, I support the fact that our al-
lies have political consciences of their
own. Neither Germans nce, England
or any other ally should feel that they must
send their sons and daughters to a war
that they cannot consciously support.
Being an ally does not mean, that you must
support the United States in every case.
No matter what the Bush administration is
saying, this war is far from over. If Iraq
once was a country run by an inhumane
dictator, it has now become a country full
of terrorists who will seek revenge on the
west, particularly the United States, for
generations to come. The “eye for an eye,
tooth for a tooth” mentality is part of the
tragedy of the Middle East and may never

allow it to become peaceful.
(Retired) Maj. Klaus-D. Paul

Mainz, Germany

Bush true to his word

It's a miracle that President Bush is
ahead in the polls.

The Hollywood elite are against him,
most print and broadcast journalists are
against him and 90 percent of academia is
against him. The facts are, CBS News, Dan
Rather and many like news stations are
now a complete joke. CBS especially is
now the WWE of broadcast news. Why is
the president ahead? These are my top
four reasons.

1. President Bush has stabilized the
economy (5.4 percent unemployment).

2. He has defeated the Taliban and
kicked out al-Qaida in Afghanistan.

3. He has removed an evil dictator and
gave freedom a chance to succeed in Iraq.

4. He stopped or diffused terrorist at-

tacks in America by bringing the terrorist
fight to them.

The bias against the president would
lead one to believe these events never hap-
pened or were unsuccessful. I remember
how these same pundits said it would be
impossible and take thousands of lives to
remove the Taliban from Afghanistan and
Saddam Hussein from Irag.

After all, the Russians couldn’t do it in
10 years in Afghanistan, and Hussein was
one of the worst despots in history.

What the president did was make Ameri-
ca safer and send the world a message that
America wasn’t weak; that we would de-
fend our citizens, flag and country against
terror. President Bush did what few politi-
cians do after a crisis. He followed
through on his promises. He vowed to take
the terrorist fight to them, and he did.
Osama Bin Laden said that the United
States was a “paper tiger” after President
Clinton left Somalia after the Blackhawk
Down incident. Now, Osama bin Laden’s
primary staff is captured and he is in hid-
ing.

America is no longer a paper tiger
thanks to the president.

Lt. Col. Evan Littman
Balad, Iraq

Sex law too much

Soliciting a prostitute should end a sol-
dier’s career?

It is absolutely incomprehensible to me
why the Pentagon should be allowed to
shove their “morality” down other peo-
ple’s throats.

Has anyone associated with this inane
proposal ever served in the military?

Has anyone at the Pentagon heard the
term “single soldier?” There are many
who do not desire the stifling, legally com-
plicated and freedom-destroying bounds
of a “proper” monogamous relationship.

Sex is a natural, biological need which
hasn’t been allered by man-made laws
since the beginning of time. This kind of
uniquely American irrational prudishness
already contributes to one of the world’s
worst rates of venereal disease.

hat it more likely will succeed in
doing is driving more good servicemem-
bers out of uniform and unfairly tarnish-
ing their reputations.

Don't people have enough things to
worry about these days besides a soldier
who decides to visit a prostitute? That is a
personal choice, a way to satisfy a basic
need without having to “commit” to some-
one who might decide to gain 50 pounds
once a ring is on her finger or who might
scream at hubby to walk the dog he didn’t
want in the first place instead of watch
football!

Lastly, such a proposal sure sounds like
a great way to get out of deployments, not
to mention flushing the money spent on
training them down the drain.

Politicians and the Pentagon need to do
other things with their time, like figuring
out some sensible rules of engagement so
our people stop getting killed.

David B. Hamilton
Heidelberg, Germany

BY GARRY TRUDEAU

WERE HINNING.




Monday, October 4, 2004

- STARS AND STRIPES - MIDEAST EDITION -

OPINION

PAGE 13

Kerry candidacy stronger after first debate

WASHINGTON

resident Bush and Sen. John

Kerry faced very different chal-

lenges when they met Thursday

night for their first debate, but

only Kerry seemed to recognize exactly
what he needed to do.
The Democratic
nominee’s task was to
straighten out the in-
ternal contradictions
that had facilitated
the successful Repub-
lican assault on him as
a flip-flopper. He bent
every effort to the ur-
gent need to appear

Broder

straightforward and
strong — keeping his
back straight, his

head high, his an-
swers short and his
thoughts clear. For most of the night, he
was the aggressor, pressing the case for a
change of command in the war on terror-
ism, which has been Bush’s strongest suit.

Bush had a different assignment. A
Kerry weakened by months of Republican
rhetoric painting him as a vacillating wimp
was far less of a threat to a second term
than the disturbing news bulletins and tele-
vision pictures from the Iraq battlefront.
Bush’s need was to reconcile his upbeat
rhetoric about the coming of a new demo-
cratic era in Iraq with the bloody warfare
that has pinned 140,000 American troops
in that misery-laden country with no end in
sight.

In 90 minutes before the biggest audi-
ence of the campaign, Bush not only failed
to do that, he barely tried. And that omis-
sion leaves him at risk to future events as
the insurgency in Iraq gathers momentum.

Instead of dealing with his greatest vul-
nerability, Bush did what was predictable.
He repeated the favorite examples his cam-
paign has gleaned from the abundant con-

tradictions on Iraq policy Kerry has ut-
tered since he first voted to authorize the
use of force against Saddam Hussein back
in 2002. It is a catalogue that has become fa-
miliar through millions of dollars of Repub-
lican ads, and by the time Bush had used
the same phrase seven times — citing Ker-
ry’s dismissal of Iraq as the “wrong war in
the wrong place at the wrong time” —
there was a rote quality to the recital that
reduced its sting.

On a day when the headlines carried
news of more than 40 deaths from insur-
gent attacks — most of them children —
Bush pronounced himself “realistic but op-
timistic” about the course of events in Iraq.
Kerry bneﬂy challenged that picture, argu-
ing that “it’s getting worse by the day.” But
Bush never responded directly, and estima-
ble moderator Jim Lehrer inexplicably
failed to ask the president to reconcile the
glaring contradiction between the White
House version of events in Iraq and the re-
ality of the growing resistance.

T have argued for a long time that Bush’s
real opponent in this campaign is not John
Kerry but the Iragi insurgency and, unfor-
tunately, that is turning out to be the case.
Bush did nothing during the debate to de-
fuse the threat.

But Kerry did himself some good by re-
fusing to be defensive about his checkered
history on Irag or attempting yet one more

of his
past positions. Instead, he focused on fu-
ture steps. His preferred solution for Iraq,
starting with “a summit” of European and
Middle East nations to drum up more inter-
national peacekeeping forces, may be a
long shot, but when Bush failed to chal-
lenge Kerrys comemlon that the presi-
dent’s plan is simply “more of the same,”
the gamble did not seem totally implausi-
ble.

I thought I saw Bush wince a bit when
Kerry recalled that the president’s father
had not tried to topple Saddam Hussein at

OFF THE QUESTION-
ING T

the end of the Gulf War of 1991 because he
said “there was no viable exit strategy and

_our troops would be occupiers in a bitter-
ly hostile land.”

“That’s exactly where we find ourselves
today,” Kerry said. And though he vowed
he would not pull out of Iraq without a vic-
tory, the implication of his words is clear:
If Kerry wins, the future of Iraq will be left
to Iragis.

The debate confirmed that Kerry is sim-
ply incapable of appealing to people in per-
sonal terms. The kind of emotion Bush dis-
played when talking about Missy Johnson,

& pomot

r/ﬂwl/”/ﬁwm/’v%;/—,»

the war widow he had comforted in Char-
lotte, N.C., just does not come from Kerry.

But he succeeded Thursday night in sep-
arating the war in Irag from the war on ter-
rorism — something Bush does not want to
let happen — and, for the moment at least,
his demeanor made it believable for him to
say, “I've never wilted in my life. And I've
never wavered in my life.”

For a man who was on the ropes a couple
weeks ago, it was at least enough to keep
the fight going.

David Broder is a member of
Washington Post Writers Group.

FDA’s weakness made loss of Vioxx more painful

Los Angeles Times

erck & Co. said its surprise de-

cision Thursday to withdraw

the arthritis drug Vioxx

used by about 2 million people
worldwide — —

similar drug from Pfizer Inc., Celebrex,
have been touted as “super-aspirins” in
numerous TV commercials that have
downplayed their known cardiovascular
risks.

Such commercials show how far the
Food and Drug

was driven by re- < dr L and D
was driven by re. [T]he F.DA . le.f,.s dr uy. ﬁzir;lﬁx;;;?:;o:n—
that the drug’s ad- companies monitor their

verse side effects
outweighed any

potential  bene-
fits. But that
wasn’t really

news. Though the new study was more
comprehensive than past research be-
cause it looked at patients over the course

own products’ dangers after
they’ve reached the shelves.

forcing its own
rules. When the
agency  deter-
mines a drug
company  has
made a misleading ad, it first issues a
warning letter, then imposes a fine if the

ad is not pulled. But the number of warn-
ing letters has dropped precipitously
since the Bush administration took
power, from 82 in 2000 to 24 in 2003.

The second problem is the nation’s al-
most exclusive reliance on drug compa-
nies to police the safety and efficacy of
their own drugs.

Although the FDA requires drug mak-
ers to demonstrate the superiority of
their medications to placebos before they
can release them, the agency lets drug
companies monitor their own products’
dangers after they've reached the
shelves.

The FDA could help solve these prob-
lems not only by enforcing its own rules
but by requiring doctors and hospitals to
report “adverse events” when patients
use drugs. Big government payers such
as Medicaid or Medicare could pay only
for expensive new drugs that are demon-
strably superior to older, cheaper ones.

The withdrawal of Vioxx caused
Merck’s market value to sink by almost
$27 billion. The FDA’s current hands-off
approach to drug companies doesn’t just
endanger consumers, it hurts investors —
who shouldn’t be caught by surprise over
a drug whose dangers have long been
clear.

of three years, research since
2000 has suggested that those who take
Vioxx face a heart attack risk four to five
times greater than those who take older,
equally effective arthritis treatments such
as ibuprofen and naproxen.

So why is Merck recalling the drug
now? One can only speculate, but it may
have less to do with side effects outweigh-
ing benefits than with legal liabilities out-
weighing profits. Merck faces several law-
suits, including a class action filed Thurs-
day alleging the company made false and
misleading statements about Vioxx’s safe-
ty. Whatever the company’s motives, its
decision to withdraw Vioxx should cast
scrutiny on at least two problems inher-
ent in the nation’s system for assessing
and monitoring drug safety.

The first is misleading ads. Vioxx and a

Mallard Fillmore

BY BRUCE TINSLEY
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Snake closes show

HOUSTON — No, it's

not a 3-D creature
feature: A Houston movie
theater — one that was
showing “Anacondas”
among other films — has
shut down while workers
hunt for an 8-foot snake.

A maintenance worker
said he saw a snake as
thick as a man’s arm
slithering along a .
wall, said Terrell
Falk, a spokeswoman for Cinemark
USA Inc.

“As soon as he saw it, he left,” she
said. “I think everyone who was
working left.”

owners of the
16-screen theater heard of it, they
closed the place and brought in
snake experts.

“We have looked throughout the
theater and we haven't found a
snake yet,” said Ramon Cardenas,
owner of Critter Control of Hous-
ton, a company that specializes in
wildlife control.

It's unclear if the animal escaped
or remains inside. Based on the de-
scription, the snake people believe
it could be a Burmese python.

Houston animal control officers
also searched but found no trace of
the snake. “Just because we didn’t
see one doesn’t mean it’s not there,”
Houston Health and Human Servic-

AMER CAN
ROUNDUP

arist Elizabeth Baird, who hap-
pened to be sailing by on another
ship.

The egg fight and other attrac-
tions will raise money for local
scholarship funds.

JACKSON — Gov. Haley

Barbour says Medicaid
workers have contacted most of
the 48,000 Mississippians being
cut from a program to help them
apply for free or discounted drugs.
Attorney General Jim Hood says
he’ll ask a judge to give lawyers
time to ine whether the

es D
Kathy Barton said.

Bar owners go to court

CcT HARTFORD — Bar and
restaurant owners went to
court claiming they are denied
equal protection under a year-old
state law that bans smoking in
their establishments, but allows it
in private clubs. A Hartford Superi-
or Court judge said he needs more
information before making any
ing on the lawsuit. The bar owners
say they are losing business to the
clubs, and Connecticut’s two Indi-
an-run casino.

Not egg-actly the same
EGG HARBOR — Plans to
re-enact the egg battle that

led to the naming of this town in

1825 were simply too true to be

good, state officials have decided.

The Department of Natural Re-
sources said Saturday’s event must
use plastic eggs, not the real thing,
in depicting the historic egg-throw-
ing battle between crews of two
boats docked in the harbor on Lake
Michigan’s Green Bay.

Organizer George Bisbee initial-
ly said he wanted to use 3,000 real
eggs to re-enact the fight, although
he later said he had exaggerated
the number.

“It just got so controversial, and T
ow there are some concerned citi-
zens out there,” Bisbee said. “I had
plastic eggs as a backup plan all
along, so there will be no environ-

‘mental impact.”

After Bisbee announced his plans
for a true-to-life egg fight, shoreline
property owners and others called
the DNR to complain, said Tom
Hansen, DNR warden supervisor in
Green Bay.

“We've asked that the real eggs
not be used, and we will be pre-
pared to enforce that request,”
Hansen said.

Hansen said eggs are breeding
grounds for bacteria, and the inva-
sive zebra mussels growing on the
bottom of the bay would feast on
the calcium shells.

The original egg fight among sail-
ors was apparently a
spur-of-the-moment release of ten-
sion, as recounted by Green Bay di-

state gave sufficient notice about
other health care options available
to those being cut. Barbour pro-
posed the cuts to save the Medic-
aid program millions of dollars.
Some lawmakers say they regret
approving the cuts.

ential wishes

JOHNSTOWN —

Ten-year-old Amber Easter-
brook says she has three main
goals in life: going to heaven, tak-
ing a trip to Hawaii and meeting
President Bush.

For now, at least, Amber is try-
ing to get the third goal taken care
of first.

Amber, of Richland Township,
wasn't able to go with her mother,
Sherri Easterbrook, to Bush’s rally
in neighboring Johnstown on Sept.

Pre:

Peek-a-boo

A fossa pup takes a quick peek
under the watchful eye of its dam
(mother) at the San Diego Zoo.
Fossas are found only in the
forests of Madagascar, where they
are the island’s largest carnivores.
They are now considered an
endangered species.

9. So she gave her
mother a note she
wrote for  Bush,
which her mom was
able to press into
Bush’s hand as he greet-
ed supporters.

“Amber wrote that she
was a fourth-grader at
Johnstown Christian School
d that she would pray that

-/
ﬂr Bush would be re-elect-

ed,” Easterbrook said.

Sherri_Easterbrook didn’t
expecl much in return, be-
cause she realized that there
was no return address on the let-
ter.

But Bush sent a handwritten let-
ter to Amber in care of her school,
which she received last week.

The letter, dated Sept. 12, said:
“Dear Amber: for your
kind letter. I wish we could meet
sometime. Please give your family
my very best wishes ... Best wishes
always, George Bush.”

Van a tall order

SHELBYVILLE — Sandy

Allen now has enough
money to buy her dream van —
one big enough to accommodate
the 7-foot, 7/4-inch frame she has
as the world’s tallest woman.

Less than a week after announce-
ment of an effort to raise the
$5,200 needed to buy the used van,
donations have reached about
$7,000, said Bonnie Shehan, a
friend of Allen’s.

“People from all over the coun-

are sending money for Sandy,”
Shehan said.

Shehan had been Allen’s unoffi-
cial chauffeur, using her minivan to
drive Allen places, until the van was
stolen. But while Allen said she was
glad to leave the nursing home
where she lives from time to time,
Shehan’s van was cramped.

Allen’s friends Linda and Larry
Fox had seen a van in a used car lot
in the city about 25 miles southeast
of Indianapolis that they thought
would be perfect for Allen.

“When they told me about it, I
thought, ‘God, this’ll never happen
I'm the eternal pessimist,” said
Allen, who is recognized by Guin-
ness Wm‘ld Records as the tallest liv-

The 49 year -old Allen said she
‘was surprised by the number of peo-
ple who contributed to the van fund.

“T just didn’t know that there
were that many people out there
who cared,” she said.

Shehan said the van account
would remain open and that any
extra money will be used for the
van’s insurance and upkeep.

Trees creating danger
CODY — Trees Killed from
wildfires in 1988 in the

Shoshone National Forest are fall-
ing, blocking trails and creating
danger for backcountry hikers and
hunters. Since many of the trails
are in wilderness, no power tools
are allowed — only crosscut saws
and axes. Thousands of trees have
fallen since last winter, and some
trails have been cleared more than
once, officials said.

Minimum wage rises

AUGUSTA — An estimat-

ed 25000 Mainers got a
raise when the state minimum
‘wage goes up a dime to $6.35 an
hour.

Legislation enacted this spring
also provides for the state mimi-
mum to go up again on Oct. 1,
2005, to $6.50. Maine is one of 12
states with a minimum higher than
the $5.15 set by the federal govern-
ment.

i Lia Thompson puffs up the origani crane she made
EXCIting art i bame de Sion School n Kaneas City, Mow
after she and fellow students learned how to make the paper sculptures
from a visiting Japanese artist.

Clouds from an earlier storm drift over the South-
ern New Mexico State Fair near Las Cruces, N.M.

Gloomy ride

H H A kes it:
Invasion of the massive cow jem s s wy
ing Salem Sue, the world’s largest Holstein dairy cow, made out of
ﬁbergiass and sitting on a perch overlooking the Interstate 94 exit at New
Salem, N.D.
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Artistic imagination
Mich., will look like in the spring.

Anna Clifton, 3, left, and Emma P

garden they planted at Traverse Heights Elementary School in Traverse City,

Band reflection

Members of the Virginia
band are reflected in the polished surface of

School marching

Andy Holiens’ French horn as he joins fellow band members in practicing

the band’s homecoming half-time show in Virgi

, Minn,

Under the sea

Jim Berke hunts for urchins along
the ocean floor off the coast of
York, Maine.

I see you!

Luke Crumpton peeks through an opening in a translucent tube on the playground at Lee
Academy in Clarksdale, Miss.

Waste storage basins dry

IDAHO FALLS — Four un-

derwater nuclear waste stor-
age basins used for more than 50
years at the Idaho National Engi-
neering and Environmental Labo-
ratory are dry. The basins held nu-
clear waste, plus 770,000 gallons of
contaminated water from storage
of spent fuel from the Three Mile
Island nuclear accident.

The waste is now in dry storage
and the water was allowed to evapo-
rate. An epoxy fixative prevents any
remaining contaminants from being
airborne, clean-up officials said.

Dog gives warning
CROWN POINT — Lake
County Animal Control offi-

cials are crediting a dog with warn-
ing them about dangerous smoke
col from an area that con-
tained 10 other dogs.

April Godra, a shelter official,
said she knew something wasn’t
right when Foxie, a normally
quiet collie, would not stop bark-
ing as Godra made her rounds
through the northwestern Indiana
kennels.

Then she noticed Foxie looking
at the door leading to the garage
where the dogs were.

“I opened the door, and smoke
started billowing in,” Godra said.
“I said, ‘Oh my God, Foxie, you're
just like Lassie. You saved us!””

A burning motor on the washing
machine caused the smoke.

Godra said if it weren't for
Foxie, the dogs likely would have
died.

“She saved us. She’s our baby,”
Godra said.

Bureau to get grants

TOPEKA — The Kansas

Bureau of Investigation
will get more than $521,000 in fed-
eral grants to help its crime labs,
said Eric Melgren, the U.S. attor-
ney for Kansas. The state agency
says the money will be used to iden-
tify and test backlogged DNA evi-
dence. The KBI has labs in Tope-
ka, Great Bend, Pittsburg and Kan-
sas City, Kan.

Shark sets record

CA MONTEREY — Thought it

was safe to go back in the
water? Turns out, 16 days wasn’t
enough.

A young great white shark
reached a milestone as it began its
17th day on exhibit at the Monterey

ay Aquarium.

Notorious for their inability to
thrive in captivity, no other great
whites are currently on display any-
where in the world — and none has
ever been keep on exhibit for more
than 16 days.

Commerecial halibut fishermen in-
advertently snagged the young fe-
male shark off the coast of Hunting-
ton Beach in late August. It had
been kept in a 4 million-gallon pen
off the Southern California coast
until Sept. 14, when it headed north
by truck — an unmarked, 3,000-gal-
lon shark tank on wheels — to its
new home.

The aquarium is keeping the
shark on long-term exhibit in its 1
million-gallon Outer Bay tank,
which contains 75 other large ﬁsh
and turtles. isalittle larg-
er than one Olympic-size swim-
ming pool. More than 80,000 peo-
ple have already seen the shark at
its new home.

The shark is 4 feet, 4 inches long
and weighs 62 pounds. It could

grow to about 21 feet and weigh
more than a ton.

Of the almost 40 great white
sharks kept at aquariums over the
years, most were unintentionally
caught in commercial fishing gear
and brought directly to aquariums.
They either died or were freed
‘when they wouldn't eat.

Nobody knows why they don’t
thrive in captivity, although many
marine biologists speculate that
the predators can’t handle the
stress of being captured and con-
tained.

Judge rules on permit
NY ALBANY — A state judge
is voiding the long overdue
permit of a power plant on the Hud-
son River blamed for killing tens
of millions of fish with its old cool-
ing system. The Danskammer Elec-
tric Generation Plant in Newburgh
will continue in operation until a
higher court decides the case. The
plant is still operating 12 years
after the five-year permit expired.

Census: Decline in kids

SIOUX FALLS — The lat-

est Census figures show big
declines in the number of young
children in rural counties between
2000 to 2003. The change will hit
school districts first, says retired
economics professor James Satter-
lee. Eventually entire communi-
ties will feel the impact, he says.
Lower birth rates and the loss of
young couples of childbearing
years are the main reasons for the
decline.

CLAYTON — Hispanic

workers have flocked to Ala-
bama’s growing poultry industry,
changing the profile of rural areas
such as Barbour County, where mi-
norities are now in the majority.
The Hispanic population in the
southeast Alabama county grew 50
percent between 2000 and 2003 as a
chicken processing plant in Clayton
expanded. The black population
grew less than 1 percent, and the
white population declined 3.7 per-
cent, according to Census figures.

Pavilion moving

PHILADELPHIA — The

glass-and-steel  pavilion
that held the Liberty Bell until last
year is moving from Independence
National Historical Park to a small
business college in the Philadel-
phia suburbs.

The decision by the American
College, which trains professionals
in the insurance and financial-ser-
vices industries, to install the pavil-
jon on its 35-acre campus in Bryn
Mawr spares the architecturally sig-
nificant structure from demolition.

The pavilion, designed in 1976, is
considered one of the finest works
of architect Romaldo Giurgola. At
the American College, it will be-
come the entrance for an under-
ground conference center and mu-
seum and house a replica of the Lib-
erty Bell.

The U.S. General Services Ad-
‘ministration, the agency responsi-
ble for federal property, selected
American over at least two other in-
stitutions that vied for the land-
‘mark because of the college’s prox-
imity to Philadelphia and its con-
nection to Giurgola, who laid out
the campus and designed its three
‘main buildings.

Stories and photos from wire services
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Coshy pledges concert proceeds

Comedian and actor Bill Cosby has pledged at least $1
million for a planned U.S. National Slavery Museum.

Cosby announced he would donate proceeds from 10
concerts to the museum effort, or between $1 million and
$1.5 million, museum officials esti-
mate. Cosby sits on the museum’s
board.

“We need history,” Cosby told an
audience in Fredericksburg, Va.,
where the museum is planned to
open in 2007.

“We need proof for our children ...
to see the strength of their ances-
tors,” Cosby said.

The museum plans fund-raising
activities in conjunction with each
concert and hopes to raise $20 mil-
lion, said Ed Wegel, chairman of the
museum’s capital campaign commit-
tee.

Former Gov. L. Douglas Wilder, the nation’s first black
elected governor, has estimated the museum project will
cost $200 million. Construction is scheduled to begin later

year.

Billy Joel, girlfriend get hitched

Singer-songwriter Billy Joel married his fiancée, Kate
Lee, in a ceremony Saturday at his Long Island mansion,
his record label said.

Joel, 55, wed Lee, 23, in a sunset wedding at his water-
front home, Newsday reported in its online editions.

Columbia Records, Joel’s label, announced the mar-
riage Saturday night. A spokeswoman for Joel could not
immediately be reached for comment.

Joel, who was previously married twice, including to su-
permodel Christie Brinkley, has had more than two
dozen Top 10 hits.

Lee, a native of Huntington, W.Va,, recently graduated
from Ohio’s Miami University and works as a restaurant
correspondent for the PBS show “George Hirsch: Living
It Up!” She and Joel began dating last year, according to
Newsday.

Jim Carrey's new DVD ‘supports love’

Jim Carrey says his most recent movie is a good pre-
scription for squabbling lovers.
plays a man who has the
painful memories of his girlfriend
erased from his mind in “Eternal
Sunshine of the Spotless Mind.”

At a Los Angeles party for the
film’s DVD release, he offered this
promise about the hard-knocks love
story: “I guarantee you, couples who
see this movie — and it's not gooey,
it's not romanticized in anyway —
but couples who see this movie will
love each other after,” he said.
“They’ll go, ‘Awww, what the hell ...
you're not so bad!” It supports love.”

Joining Carrey at the party was co-star Kate Winslet,
who plays the multi-colored-hair love interest Clemen-

T'he DVD is set for release Tuesday.

‘Cheers’ star joins ‘Law & Order’ spinoff

Bebe Neuwirth, who played Lilith the psychiatrist on
sitcoms “Cheers” and “Frasier,” is getting serious with a
role as the latest member of the “Law & Order” fran-
chise.

euwirth will play a tough Manhattan prosecutor in
“Law & Order: Trial by Jury,” coming to NBC next year.
She joins actor Jerry Orbach, who is moving over from
the original “Law & Order” series.

Neuwirth received two Emmy Awards for her portray-
al of Frasier Crane’s wife (and later ex-wife) on the NBC
sitcoms.

An air date for the new “Law & Order” has not been an-
nounced.

Victoria’s Secret Angels kick off tour

The Victoria’s Secret Angels hit the road for the linge-
rie retailer’s first nationwide tour: Angels Across Ameri-
ca.

Tyra Banks, Gisele Bundchen, Heidi Klum, Adriana
Lima and Alessandra Ambrosio will present the 2004 holi-
day g]ﬁ collection in New York, Chicago, Las Vegas and
Los Angeles.

1In Las Vegas, the Angels will be inducted into the Hard
Rock Hall of Fame.

A one-hour special documenting the tour will air Dec.
13 on VHI in the States.

Stories and photos from The Associated Press
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Dominic Monaghan stars in new series on ABC

BY TERRY MORROW
Scripps Howard News Service

When Dominic Monaghan came zooming back from
Middle Earth, he hit with a resounding thud.

“My first year in Los Angeles was pretty hellish,” says
the British actor who played Merry in “The Lord of the
Rings” trilogy.

“I came over here after the high point
of ‘Lord of the Rings,’ and I saw all my
friends ]umpmg around to jobs, and T
had nothing.”

He’s found work now. The 28-year-old
is co-starring in the ABC Wednesday
night series “Lost,” the latest action ride
from J.J. Abrams (“Alias”).

The expansive cast also includes Mat-
thew Fox (“Party of Five”) and Ian Som-
erhalder (“Rules of Attraction”).

Monaghan plays Charlie, an ex-rock
star with a jones for heroin.

nfortunately for Charlie, he’s stuck
on a remote island after a plane crash
and has no hope of being rescued any-
time soon.

The island’s jungle has its own dan-
gers. Mysterious creatures with a taste
for the survivors are lurking and ready
to pounce.

To say Charlie has seen better days is

an understatement. Monaghan can re-
late to that piece of the character when
his career was basically on hold for a
year.
“My manager at the time was not
doing anything for me, and I kind of got
into a little bit of a funk. I was living in a (lousy) house in
a (bad) part of town. I didn’t have a car, and living in L.A.
without a car, well, is difficult,” Monaghan says.

The journey ﬁmm Merry to Charlie was an unusual one
for Monaghan.

He never expected to find himself “Lost.”

“It’s hard to imagine that this was happening to some-

&k For lack of a
better word,
Charlie is lost,
and I can
understand that
almost too well.
The (woes) you
carry around
with you a an
actor always
helps you flesh
out a character.y¥

Dominic Monaghan

MARIO PEREZ/ABC/AP

fore,” he recalls. “But I would not give up that time for
anything in the world.

“I remember writing in my journal that I was going
through this growing experience because of it. I came
back down to Earth with a bump.”

After Monaghan got new management, he started find-
ing work. He says he was on the lookout for more movie
roles when the script for “Lost” came his way. The role of
the tortured Charlie intrigued him.

“The frustration of Charlie’s situation
means he has a lot going on in his head,”
Monaghan says. “He lives in his head
quite a lot.

He’s a drug addict, and drug addicts,
by nature, are a selfish lot, he says.

It’s a little like life imitating art. 'm
not there now, but I can remember what
it was like being a little bit out there on a

Born in Germany and raised in
Manchester, England, Monaghan gained
fame t.hrough “Rings.”

“Lost,” his first major American se-
ries, is shot in Hawaii, forcing him to up-
root again. But this time, the bachelor
says, the move is to paradise.

“T've always had itching feet he says.
“I like being on the move every couple of
years.”

In reflection, Monaghan says he
learned from the past year. “The whole
experience (of unemployment) kind of
got me back to who I am. I needed that,”
he says. “Two years of working solid (on
‘Rings) put me at a point where I was a

little bit exhausted. I needed to chill out
and take it easy for a while.”

Charged up about his new series, Monaghan says that
playing Charlie could turn out to be the professional chal-
lenge he needed.

“For lack of a better word,” he says, “Charlie is lost,
and I can undexmndmatalmos(mo well. The (woes) you
carry around ‘you as an actor always helps you flesh

Actor




Monday, October 4, 2004

- STARS AND STRIPES - MIDEAST EDITION -

Horoscope

The Gemini moon at the day's
beginning gives way to a moodier
Cancer vibe at day’s end. There are
phone calls, personal and
business exchanges, and
people coming into the
picture again just to touch
base. The social output is
so high that by evening all
we want to do is sit quietly
and collect ourselves. Don't
call anyone past 8 p.m.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(October 4). This year,
resolve to get to the bottom
of issues regarding ego,
love and creativity. Also,
focus on finding a work
routine with which you really feel
comfortable. You're getting to know
yourself better and will be able to
make choices that make this year
blossom in ways you previously
thought unimaginable.Lucky love
signs are Sagittarius and Gemini

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
Assess your emotional state. You're
ready to embark on an exciting
joumey involving love, beauty and
artistic expression, but first, you
need to take stock of where you are.
This prevents sadness or fear from
sabotaging your plans. TAURUS
(April 20-May 20). Someone, per-
haps a Gemini or Sagittarius, has a
crucial piece of information that will
help you. To find this person, ask
yourself what it is you most need to
leamn. The answer should lead you
in the right direction.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
You're the original commit-
ment-phobe. So if you've carefully
weighed all your options and done
all your research, and you're still
having trouble making a decision,
ask a trusted confidant to choose for
you.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
With every meeting, an eventual
parting is inevitable. Remember this,
and you will never take it personally
when a situation comes to an end. A
parting of the ways is simply the
conclusion of one cycle and the
beginning of the next.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). The
more accomplished you become,
the more caution you should exer-
cise. Your own pride could prove to

Joyce Jillson

be your downfall, tempting you to
take on more than you can handle
right now. Be aware of your limits.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
Every day has its own unique chal-
lenges. Remaining flexible wil help
you roll with the punches. Rigidity is

your worst enemy during
times of stress. So if your
schedule is thrown for a
loop, just try to make it up
as you go.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). Are you
punishing yourself for
8 feeling too good? If com-
ing down sick right after
landing a big account or
promotion is part of your
modus operandi, re-evalu-
ate how comfortable you
really are with the idea of success.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
Alittle well-placed anger can inspire
you to make great changes, either in
the world or in yourself. But if you're
holding onto anger or resentment for
no good reason, you need to ask
yourself what purpose it's serving.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). Use creativity to boost your
energy. While it's probably not a
good idea to let the boss catch you
doodling in your notepad, giving
your mind the time and permission
to wander could prove incredibly
productive.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). Pay attention to those things
that put you on the defensive. Is
your boss questioning your work?
Did a spouse’s joke hit a raw nerve?
Whenever you feel the knee-jerk
reaction to strike back, pause for a
moment of clarity.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Admit it — you like to stir up contro-
versy. Jumping into the fray gets
your blood pumping. That's all well
and good if i's for a worthy cause,
but you might want to think twice if
you're generating conflict just for
conflict's sake.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
If it sounds too good to be true, it
probably is. Everyone may mean
well, but somewhere along the way,
the lines of communication could
have gotten crossed. Double-check
anything that seems wildly optimis-
tic.

Creators Syndicate
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SHELL FEEL BETTER
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Calvin and Hobbes

Jump Start

Cathy

Hi and Lois

Beetle Bailey

Red and Rover

Better or Worse
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword

WOOD BUMBTEED.
7 NEVER HEARD OF HifA

I NEED CLARIFICATION
ON MY ASSIGNMENT.

SHOULD T USE MV owN
TJUDGMENT AN

FOREVER DAMNED IF
THINGS GO BADLY?

OR SHOULD T USE YOUR
ADVICE AND INVITE
CERTAIN CALAMITY?

) BOTH PLANS
HAVE GOOD
PARTS

GARFIELD! DID QU EAT
ALL THREE OF THOSE CAKES
L BAKED'

T Opve5 104

Across 3 Hosiery shade 25 Treat on a
1 Feedbag fill 4 Boiled slowly stick
5 Capek play 5 Reformer Jacob 26 Actor Wilson
8 Sitz baths 6 Tars' org. 27 Bustle
12 Turbot or plaice 7 Current 29 “When the Frost
14 Lotion additive regulator — the Punkin
15 Division point, 8+ andthe lorg 31 Neither partner
maybe " 33 Craving
vy 34 Perches
16 Kentucky fort erche:
9 Arm bone 36 Kach
17 Existed achina
10 Loutish sort worshiper
18 Mrs. — of legend p
20 “Gasoline —" 11 Alluring 37 Strong dark
23 Attoney-to-be's 3 TV chef Bobby beer
exam (Abbr.) 19 Glaswegian girl 38 Terrible guy?
24 20 “— was 39 Gambling game
25 Random criticism saying, ..." 40 Speck
28 Doctrine 21 Cilium 43 Alternative to
29 Tittles 22 Prom 1-Across

44 Gilligan's home
45 Praiseful piece
46 Energy

30 Triumphed
32 Popular hangout
34 Start again

35 “Bonanza” role
36 Esteem

transportation
23 Indolence-causing
fruit

Answer to Previous Puzzle

49
50 Storm center

37 Swimsuit style E [¢) F|1|B
40 Low sound? D D AlD|O
41 Finished D ] MIEIL
42 Car-dismantling ] o ElS|T
site
47 Supermarket E
stack M
48 Leeway o
N
E

[>[o]

I|o|>»|o|[<]|z|z]|x|O

51 Dance lesson L[A[Z N

Down 2;2 pl,
1 Vacationing oINIT E
2 “The Greatest”
10-4 CRYPTOQUIP
AP G E GANAER PZNNCS
AY RCCL GW JZGLAER GEL
SIJAWAER, AY Qz CEZ cP
WQZ ANN NAWZIGWZ?

Saturday’s Cryptoquip: THE MOST FAMOUS
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE OF ANY GREAT
COMPOSER? SURELY BEETHOVEN’S FIFTH!

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: N equals L
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Sneaky son should be confronted JUNMUELE

Dear Abby: My son, “will,”
is married with three beautiful
children. One evening a few
weeks ago, I baby-sat my grand-
children at their house. A
strange car kept stopping in
front of the house, and when I
went to the window, it
would drive off.

Will and his wife,
“Eve,” both work. He
returned before she did,
and I left. However, T
was suspicious, so T
drove up the street and
parked in a dark area. A
few minutes later, the
car pulled up again, and
my son ran out of the
house and got into the
car. I drove slowly by
the car and saw my son and a
strange woman talking.

Should I tell Eve what I saw?
A few people have told me to
butt out. I strongly suspect that
he is having an affair with this
woman. What should I do?

Fiance has become too

Dear Annie: vy
fiance and I have been
together for quite some
time.

On my birthday, “Oliv-
er” presented me with a
ring and asked me to
marry him. Of course, T
said yes. We scheduled
the wedding for June of
next year, and ever since,
we have had some issues.

Oliver seems to be
angry all of the time and
doesn’t want me to have a
social life. When we go home, he
doesn’t want any of my family
‘members or friends to know we
are in town. I love Oliver and his
family to pieces, but I would like
to see my own family once in a
while.

1 don’t know what I have done
to make him feel this way. We
have tried to talk about our prob-
lems, but just as I think things are
getting better, they get worse. I
am trying to be who he wants me
to be, but nothing works.

Is the problem me?

— Troubled Heart
in Mississippi

Dear Troubled: No, the prob-

Dear Abby

Annie’s Mailbox

— Worried Mom in Missouri

Dear Worried Mom: Talk to
your son. Give him a chance to
explain. Warn him about how
much he has to lose if he is in-
volved with another woman or
doing something illegal. But do
NOT carry tales to your
daughter-in-law with-
out first talking to your
son — if then.

Dear Abby: Rrefer-
ring to the woman who
is receiving checks
from her elderly Aunt
Millie, I would suggest
that she contact Mil-
lie’s children or some-
one who is involved in
her day-to-day life
before cashing them. Aunt Mil-
lie may not remember that she
has already sent a check, or she
may be arbitrarily sending
checks to numerous people and
charities.

Someone closer may be able
to tell the writer to relax, enjoy

lem isn’t you. It’s Oliv-
er. He sounds control-
ling, and it could get
worse. He is keeping
you away from your
family and friends, and
You are “trying to be
who he wants me to
be.” That is not a
healthy relationship.
We think you should
get out of this mess.

Dear Anni
cently learned that October is
Breast Cancer Awareness Month.
For me this is especially poignant,
since I am a 49-year-old woman
and have just been diagnosed with
breast cancer.

Ever since my doctor told me I
should start getting a yearly mam-
mogram, I have faithfully gone.
Until this year, they always came
back negative. Tn August, the
mammogram showed suspi-
cious-looking calcification develop-
ing in one of my breasts. 1 have
since had a and

PAGE 21

the money and just thank Aunt
Millie, or appreciate being
alerted to monitor her check-
book and keep an eye out for
other problems that may need
to be addressed.

Gift-giving is often a way of
staying in touch or seeking
more contact. The niece and her
children might write, call or
visit Aunt Millie more often and
give her the gift of their time.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by Henri Amold and Mike Argirion

Unscrambie these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square, Thatl be S50
to form four ordinary words There goes

my winmgs

NYLAM

©2004 Tribune Media
Al Rights Resorved

NAIPO

HORR®

ervicas. Ic.

— Syble Solomon,
Gerontology Department,
University of North YARBEN
Carolina at G o PAIDT}—EFORBO HE
Dear Syble: Thank you for | l }
pointing out that what I consid- T TREATVENT

ered to be generosity might in-
stead be a sign of dementia in
Aunt Millie. If you are correct,
contacting someone close to her
could avert a big mess.

Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at

o

SPUGMY

00

Now arrange the circled letters to
form the surprise answer, as
by the above cartoon.

Universal Press Syndicate

controlling

mass was tiny and hidden under
the muscle. If I hadn’t gone for
the mammogram, it would have
been another year before the
mass was large enough to be felt
— and the outcome would have
been very different. I am facing
chemotherapy and radiation, but T
will live and be able to watch my
two children graduate college.

If your doctor says to start
getting a yearly mammogram, DO
IT! Don’t make excuses.

Also take the time to do regular
breast self-exams.

Janet

Dear Janet: Thank you for the
timely reminder that mammo-
grams can save lives. And breast
cancer is not simply a woman’s
disease. Men can and do get
breast cancer. Everyone should
do regular self-exams and check
for lumps. If you find anything
suspicious, call your doctor im-
mediately.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your questions to annies-

Some of my lymph nodes have
been removed.
One node showed cancer. The

ite to:
Annie’s Mailbox, c/o Creators Syndicate,
5777 W. Century Bivd., Suite 700, Los
Angeles, CA 90045.

reators Syndicate
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Dennis the Menace

‘ i P g 9
Answer: WITH (X XXX
A AN AN
{Answers tomorrow)
- | Jumbles: GLAND TWILL CHISEL BUTLER
aturday
Answer: How the reporter got a scoop at the soup

kitchen — WITH A LADLE

Family Circus

2004 8i Kaare, nc.
Dist, by king Foatures Syna.
o familycircus com

“You're only a two-wheeler.
I'm an EIGHT-wheeler.”

©Gary Larson

“ME AN PAD HAD A TALK, BUT TCAN'T FIGURE
OUT WHICH ONE OF NOU 15 THE BIRP, AND WHICH
ONE 5 THE BEE.”

The Far Side

“You know, | have a confession to make, Bernie.
Win or lose, | lova doing this.”

o300 v ve R we o g
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Non Sequitur
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AFN TV & Radio

Monday

AFN-Sports, 9:30 am. - Golf: World Golf Toyota Indy 400
ship fina round (dlc). e a Spéecay
“Sports 230 pm. - WNBA: Conference Fontana, Cait
tams o0 (o) nqm: Zmiies
m. - Auto racing: IRL, ern parentheses)

ports,
Toyma Indy lDD (dlir)
Tuesday

AFN-Sports, 1 am. - Baseball: Playoff

same ifnecessary.

AFN-Sports, 1: - Auto racing: NHRA,
Carquet NaToRalS ATl Found O, Onloes
re-ei
ZA“FN-AIIMH:‘ 3am. - NFL: Kansas City at
al

AR Motorcycle racing:
Al WG Subetbike. ChamplonaHRs
Magny-Cours (dId), unless pre-empted by

1 AFN-Radio,3aum. NFL: Kansas City at Bal-
im
AFN-Sports, § College football:
Teams 180, (sdm)
AFN-Sports, 9 a.m. - Auto racin
Trucks, Amcncan RacmE Wreego e
Kansas City at Bal-
umom( i
Cpo s, noon - Auto racing: NASCAR
Nexlel up, EA Sports 500 0,

s,7pm.- NFL: Kansas City at Bal-
umore (ma) or Baseball: AL or NL Division Se-

am, -

1p‘mA—Basebal\ AL or NL Divi-
Smr\ Serles. Game
port, 10p.r
6,10 pum.
sion Series, Game 1
Wednesday
AFN-SDO?!& lam.- WNEA Conference Fi-
nals, Game
AFN-Atlar (l zam. L or NL Di-

vision Series,
dam. - WNBA: Conference Fi-
nals, Game 5 necessar

- Baseball: AL or NL Di-

Voo o

‘Baseball: AL or NL Di

Basebal

Sports, fotorcycle racing:
AMnio B ond hampionshipe. fom Sats:

All times Central European Time; did ind
cates delayed broadcast. All istings are sub-
ject to change. Som broadcasts no
available in al aeas. Visit wwwimyat

umbe
@ Heho troneres balaracToyota,
217479
5.5 ot Dixon, Panoz @ Force-Toyota,
1530 sam Homish Ir., pallara-Toyota,

216,062,

- 0) Darren Manning, Panoz G Force-Toy-

ota. 219822,

G) Adrian _Fernandez,

Force ffonda. 2576,

6. (17) Vitor Meira, Panoz G Force-Honda,
7. (15) Buddy Rice, Panoz G Force-Honda,
& (14 A Foyt v, Dalara Toyota 214,685
8,7 Brvan Hera: allara-Honda, 1434
B0y (27 Bario Franchitt, Dallara-Honda,
%) ed carpenter, pallara-chevrole,

214,086,

12.(13)  Mark  Taylor,

Hon
13, (4) Tomas Scheckter, Dallara-Chevro-

lef, 313903,

(26) Dan Wheldon,
i5. (8 Scott Sharp,
16, (51) Alex Barron, Dallara-Chevrolet,

213815,

17. ) Townsend Bell, Dallara-Chevrolet,

213,603,

L8 (o)

orce-Honda, 213.077.

FoLSe ) Fomes Enge. pallara-chevrolet,
20, (24) Felipe Giaffone, Dallara-Chevrolet,
2. (12) Tora Takagi, Dallara-Toyota,

211,629
23" (11) Tony Kanaan, Dallara-Honda, no

speed.

Panoz G

Panoz G

Dallara-Honda,

Dallara-Toyota,

Kosuke Matsuura, Panoz G

AmEx Champmnshlp

unday
At Mount et Canrad

K.J. Choi, $35,750

7
m

b

+9
+11
300 +12

—304 +16

16

306 +18
9-307 +19

Southern Farm Bureau Classic

saturd:

i
At Annandale Golf Club

reg Chalmers
john Senden
rk Triplett
yan Palmer

Jay Don Blake
ichard S. Johnson

871139
169140
169

Jim Thorpe

Daveimhe\berger
igel

Mike Smith

Leonard Thompson

MarkL,

Pro soccer

Major League Soccer

TPts GF GA
x-Columbus 11 511 44 37 30
x-Metrostars 1111 6 39 a4 45
United 910 9 36 39 40
icage 811 9 33 35 41
New England 712 9 30 40 41
estern Conference
x-Kansas City. 13796 45 37 30
xeLos Angeles 10 810 40 20 39
-Colorado 10 910 40 28 31
San Jose 91890 B 5
Dallas. (0135 3 32 4

*linched layoft
oNOTE: Three D6ints for victory, one point
or
rday's games
New England . baIes

e
as City 1, Los Ange\esl e
Columbus at cmca n

Columbus at Nietrost
New England at DC, United
Dalas at Los Angele:

Kansas Ciy at San Jose

Pro basketball

'WNBA playoffs
FIRST ROUND

e courz)kzncz
Cnnnecllnu( vs: Washin
Sept. 25
Washington 67, Ccr\necl\c‘u! 59
Connecticut 86, Washingien 10

Connecticut 76, Washington 56, Connecti-
cutwins serigs 2'1
ork vs. Detroit
“Friday, Sapt. 24
New York 75, Detroft &2
Sunday, Sept. 26
Detroit 76, New Y
hesdny, Sept. 28
ey vork 6, etroit 64, New York wins se-

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Los Angeies vs. Sacramento

Sacramento 72 Los Angeles 52
y, Sept. 26
Los Angeles 71 Sacramenm 57

Sacramento T3 Los AnoelEs 56, Sacramen-

towins series 2-1
Seattle vs. Minnesota

ANK MCNAMARA

5%
for more informatior Thomastows Seiand ey Sindelar
i} jones
Pro f ball Vardage: 1112 Par: 72 David Sutherland
ro footba mic el $1200000 27018 Dantorsm,
hcmas Bjorn, ss?s 000 117 Olin Browne
avid Howell, $450,000 69-69-66-71—275 -13  Billy Andrade
NFL arren Clarke, 305000 71-73-65-68 372 13 Aaron Barber
276 1. Beem
AMERICAN, et Gooser, 200000 g7 11 Brent Geiberger
East S d1 kellyGib
W L T pct pEpa  foddHamitor e-6e 7377 11 Omar Uresti
N5 pgland 2001000 50 3% GRASNATgn, 37640 Garrett willis
20 01000 &5 22 Zach lohnsoh, SLS5.000 €811 6371279 ommy Tolles
B ﬁn\ 02000020 2 gahie % & BrendenPappas
oudy 3 0000 73 46 MAHER 717191 280 5 Grian bateman
k alg Perks
Jacksonville T o 01000 35 28 gfg‘;dggg“::g”w o881 T Dol peoples
indianapolis 210 667100 75 pragfaxon a1 7 Dicky pride
ouston 120322 18 Sl 28 iy Mize
Tennessee Nordy 2 0 333 46 53 RndiiCabion S oo e il m 5 joi brohaut
3 JayDelsin
Baltimore 210 667 56 @ f"‘fyrk“w?%nﬁg'om 23 Ghntviate
Pittsburgh 210 67 50 51 ey KGO0 AT Duke
Cleveland 17033 4 a9 pEL e OTiTio8s 4 Kris Cox
Cincinnati 12033 4 67 pony SNSRI 000 I T003a64 4 LP. Hayes
West R o o 9 Tio8s 3 Paul Azinger
Denver 210 667 63 44 poorof MG 38
Qakiand 210 L6T &4 54 Steve Flesch, $65.000 285 C i
B X IERE K2 ink, $65.000 7173677428 -
ansastly N Rt the ) % Anlayﬁeldsl:o v cl b Course
. untry Club Cou
NATIONAL CONFERENCE dustin Leonard, Ssd 675 286 - Valley, M
LT et propa GRS B0 S5 va'::'asfsmsn P
philadelohia BT A g 25 etond Rou
Paul McGinley, $54, 286 2 Waynelevi
R Gianes 210 667 64 55 alex Cejia, 286 -2 Jose Maria Canizares
Washington soup > ¥ 8581 ho_maslevet,554,615 717360286 -2 Graham Mars|
Alanta 30010 61 % Marco, 300 21 S
New Orleans 210 € 13 Stephen Amies, $48,000 287 - rry Pate
arolina SRS B B im Furyk, $48,000 7176-281 1 Tomwatson
Tampa Bay Nordy 3 0 000 36 56 e Snor 287 -
lor Davis Love IIl, $44,500 288 odger Davis
Minnesota 210 667 78 66 Thongchai Jaidee 7171288 icente Fernandez
Detroit 210 667 61 62 Lotthmmong 2%+ ern
Chicago 120 33 50 57 GONIUTERNG 30+ myth
Green Bay 120 333 6 80 petersenior, 542,000 28 +1  TomMcKnight
West Faeme McBo 707571280 +1  Bruce Lietzke
eattle 30 01000 65 13 Arjun Atwal, $42000  71-7870-70-289 +1  Hale Irwin
St. Louis 12033 %9 72 Haeggman,$40,250 -7376-291 +3  Eduardo Romero
Arizona 03 25 46 Desvonde Botes 91 +3  John Harri
San Francisco 030000 & & Qegrondeotes 297 +4  Bobby Lincoln
. Chrs Rley, $39.000 93 +4 DA Weibri
Sunday's games d Campbell, 2 i Jvoverton
Oakland at Houston K Ho. $38,000' 17671274293 +
Philadelphia at Ch\cﬂago Robert Allenby, $37, —294 + Bruce F\e\sher
LY. Giants at Green Bay im Herron, $37.000 *
Gincianatiat b i Scott Verplank, $37,000 1 Dk
New Engl Jean-Prancols Remesy 12-11-15-17—295 +7  Lonnie Nilsen
Indianapolis at Jacksonv:\le
/ashington at Clevelan
New O tans o Arona.
Alanta in
Y.Je iami
Tennessee 2420 Diego
Denver at Tamp:

ancisco
Open: Seattic, Dailas, Detrolt, Minnesota

Kansas City af Baltimore.
y, Oct. 10

Detroit at At

N.Y. Giants

Bperr Cincinnat, Kansas City, Philadel
piva, Chicago
day, Oct. 11

on
Tennessee at Green Bay.

SOME NAL FRANCHISES.
HAVE LAID OFF AS MANY
AS 75 PERCENT
THEIR STAFF DURING
THE LOCKOUT.

ZAMBONIO

urday, Sept. 25
Seattle 70, Mmesm’a ss"’

Seattle 64, MInMESota 51, Seattle wins se-
ries 2:0

conr(:u:r«:s fnaLs
E ‘CONFERENCE
Cannecticut va. New York
Friday,
Connecticut 61, New Vork 51
unday,
Connecticut 65, New York &7, Connecticut
wins series 2-
'WESTERN CONFERENCE
Seattievs.Sacramento

Sacramento 74, sea’lﬂe %10, sacramen-
to leads series 1
sacramento af seanYe

esday,
Sacramento a¥ Sostlt.

(Best-of-3)
Connecticut vs. Sacramento-Seattle win-

Friday, Oct. §
Connecticut vs. Sacfamento-Seattle win-
ner

Sunday,
Sonnecticut vs oY et Seattie win-

esday, Oct. 12

Tug
Sommectiout vs. Sacramento-Seattle win-
ner, if necessar

Tennis

Gaz de France Stars

Sln?lls
Champlonship
Elena Dementieva (1), Czech Republic, def.
Elena Bovina (3), Russia, 0-6, 6-
oubles
championship
Joanne Russel\ \Jr\lted States, and Mara
Samanqela.
ia_Llag %ostcra Vives and Marta Mar-
rero, Spain.

Thalland Open

hack Aren
&kuk natand
purse: SE5S060 (il Series)
door

Sin
Roger Federer BB B, def. Andy
Roddick (2), United States 6-4, 6-

Just (Ob At Graydon Oliver, Unit-
e T et leor A Roges Feder-
&, SWitzeriand, 57, 64, 64

Heineken Open Shanghai
N _Sunday y
At Xian Xia Tennis Stadium

Shanghai, China
Purse: $35 “‘(Inll.seﬂes)
Surface; Hard-Outdoor

Guillermo Caras (3? Maemina def. Lars
Burgsmuler, Germany, &1, 6-0.

nions
Umted States, and pavel
ch Republ ick Leach
SEhe e Seaten R

Jared paimers
Vizner (2), Cze
and Brian Ma
@),7-6 (1.

Korea Open

Sunday
At Olympic park

Seo
Purw sm.m Pieriv)
m-oumam

es

Maria Sharapges (g)‘

B, det. arta
Domachowska, Poland, &-1, 6-1.

Cho Yoo Aecﬂg and RO Wi, South
Korea, def. Chuay jung and Hisieh
RS ATR

Salnrday’s transactmns

WLB—Suspended New york Yankees man-
ager Joe Tarre one game and fined him an
undisclosed amount because LHP Brad Hal-
sey threw at a batter after umpire Jim Wolf
¢ & warning durmg a Sept. 26 game
against Toronto,

ORONTO BLUE SAVA el Gl Patterson,
pitching coach, and Joe Breeden, first base

ach.

SEATTLE MARINERS—Announced suspen
sionof € Miguel Olvo was reduced from &
Games to 0Ae with a $1000 fine for making
contact withan umpire SenL 20against Ana.

Leag
FLORIDA MARCINGS1es Jack Mckeon,

\e-year contract extension.
PRILLIES “Fired " Larry

AL

ai
—Fined Minnesota Vikings WR Randy
WO S 005 01 R o ALFE G &
Sept. 26 game against Chicage.
ENVI d WR Charlie
Adams. Activated DT Ells Johnson.

—Plac
nagan o e digned b0
SR o ATeS ractice squa

IAMI DOLPHINS—Signed WR Ronald sl
lamy from the Practice sauac. Waived
Doug Eas|

EGE
FARMINGDALE | STATE-Named ~ Christie
Ruppert women’s lacrosse coach.

Bowa, manager.
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Trinidad
a big hit
in return

‘Tito’ KOs Mayorga
after two-year layoff

BY BARRY WILNER
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Felix “Tito”

Tnmdad stood by the ring, exhort-

the flag-waving, chanting fans

to fill the building with noise —
before the fight.

After he disposed of Ricardo
Mayorga with an eighth-round
knockout to conclude a rousing re-
turn to the ring Saturday night,
Trinidad climbed the ring ropes
and did the same thing.

And Madison Square Garden,
the Puerto Rican star’s home
away from home, seemed to
shake.

“I came back to win,” Trinidad
said after he pummeled Mayorga
in the eighth round, knocking him
down three times before the fight
was stopped with 21 seconds to go
in the round. “Before this fight,
there were a lot of doubts.

“I told (promoler Don King) I
could win and I did it.

In his first fight in more than
two years, Trinidad simply over-
wheimed the game Mayorga with
abarrage of punches, including a
left hook that finished the middle-
weight fight in front of a raucous
crowd of 17,406.

“I've been in tough wars be-
fore, but I dominated this fight,”
Trinidad said. “He can take a
good punch and he took a lot,
which was bad for him.”

Trinidad, 42-1 with 35 knock-
outs, lost the middleweight cham-
pionship three years ago to Ber-
nard Hopkins. After one more
fight, he retired, unable to get a re-
match with Hopkins.

Instead, Trinidad spent “the
good life” in Puerto Rico, he said.
But at 31, he is back and he
showed against Mayorga that he
is in his prime — and probably
worthy of that rematch with Hop-
kins.

“I came out of this in excellent

condition,” he said. “It was a
tough fight.”
Mayorga never had been

knocked down, but he was cut
under the left eye in the fifth
round, and he had to stop from a
low blow to the right thigh in the
sixth. Referee Steve Smoger al-
lowed him nearly two minutes to
recover with 40 seconds to go in
the sixth, but Mayorga never was
the same the rest of the way.

Mayorga, of Nicaragua, fell to
26-5-1. He knocked down Trin-
idad in the third and fought partic-
ularly well in the third and fourth
rounds.

“I felt good about my perfor-
mance, but my eye swelled up
and I couldn’t see some shots,”
said Mayorga, who was taken to a
hospital for observation.

Trinidad was well ahead on all
three cards: 68-64, 68-64 and
67-64.

Maria Sharapova of Russia returns a backhand to Poland’s Marta
Domachowska during the final of the Korea Open in Seoul on Sunday.
Sharapova won 6-1, 6-1 to earn the fifth singles title of her career.

World Golf victory
gives solace to Els

The Associated Press

THOMASTOWN, Ireland —
The majors over, Ernie Els got a
consolation prize Sunday by cap-
turing his first World Golf Cham-
pionship.

Els outlast-
ed  Thomas
Bjorn in a bril-

SP?rts liantly played
[T CTER duel at Mount

Juliet, making

a 6-foot birdie
on the 17th hole for a cushion he
desperately needed and closing
with a 3-under 69 to win the
American Express Champion-
ship by one shot.

The victory, his fourth of the
year, allowed the 34-year-old
South African to move past Tiger
Woods to No. 2 in the world rank-
ing, and gave Els yet another
chance to reach No. 1 by the end
of the year.

His next target is Vijay Singh,
who didn’t play this week be-
cause of damage to his Florida
home by Hurricane Jeanne. The
remnants of that storm covered
southwestern Ireland with rain
that spit down on Mount Juliet
the entire day, although Els and
Bjorn handled it just fine.

They were the only two players
‘who had a realistic chance of win-
ning, and neither was willing to
give it away.

“I tried to put him away, but T
couldn't,” Els said. “He didn’t
want to go away.”

Bjorn, in contention for the first
time since February, closed with
a 4-under 68 and was within one
shot of Els on three occasions.
The 33-year-old Dane had a
70-foot eagle putt on the 17th
hole, but ran it 10 feet by and
missed the birdie putt coming
back.

Els was short of the green, but
pitched to 6 feet and made the
putt.

That gave him the breathing
room he needed. Els found the
bunker on the 18th and blasted
out to 15 feet, but when Bjorn
missed his birdie putt from 40
feet, the South African could take
two putts for his bogey.

Els finished at 18-under 270
and earned $1.2 million, giving
him firm control of the European
tour money list.

Federer matches Borg with

12 straight finals victories

BANGKOK, Thailand —
Top-ranked Roger Federer rout-
ed an injured Andy Roddick 6-4,
6-0 Sunday to capture the Thai-
land Open, joining John McEnroe
and Bjorn Borg as the only play-
ers to win 12 straight ATP Tour fi-
nals in the last 25 years.

“It would be nice to break their
record, but I'll take one tourna-
ment at a time,” said Federer,
who has won 10 titles this year. “I
hope to play well until the end of
the season.”

Federer needed just 58 minutes
to defeat the second-seeded Rod-
dick, whose elbow was sore from
his semifinal victory over Marat

afin.

Federer has won three majors
this year — the Australian Open,
Wimbledon and U.S. Open. He
started the streak in Vienna, Aus-
tria, last October. He reached the
semifinals at Madrid, Spain, and
quarterfinals at Paris before win-
ning the Tennis Masters Cup
final in Houston to close the 2003
season.

“I came here not knowing what
to expect,” the top-seeded Swiss
said. “I never believed I would
win 10 titles in one year.”

Bodine races to first truck win

FONTANA, Calif. — Former
Nextel Cup driver Todd Bodine
raced to his first Craftsman
Truck Series victory Saturday
night, ending Ted Musgrave’s
three-race winning streak at Cali-
fornia Speedway.

Bodine held off Musgrave by
0.049 seconds, with both drivers
avoiding a crash on the final lap
on the two-mile track. The winner
averaged 127.141 mph in his Toy-
ota in the 100-lap race that was
slowed by only four caution peri-
ods.

Jack Sprague was third, fol-
lowed by David Starr and series
leader Bobby Hamilton.
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Unspectacular White
leads Sooners to win

BY JEFF LATZKE
The Associated Press

NORMAN, Okla. — Oklahoma
coach Bob Stoops will be perfect-
Iy pleased to settle for 151 yards
passing from Jason White in
game after game, as long as the
modest stats come with victories.

Last season’s Heisman Trophy
winner produced little yardage,
but he did complete three touch-
down passes to break the OU’s ca-
reer record, and Adrian Peterson
ran for 146 yards and a score to
lead the second-ranked Sooners
past Texas Tech 28-13 Saturday.

“We don’t go into any game
looking for numbers or looking to
put anybody’s numbers where
they should be,” Stoops said. “We
go in to win, and Jason operated
our offense. . .. You forget about
his efficiency and the way he exe-
cuted. He was really solid.”

Tech quarterback Sonny Cum-
bie, who entered the game as the
nation’s leading passer, looked
sharp at times but had three inter-
ceptions and a fumble. He was
36-for-55 for 369 yards, 60 below
his average — but still much bet-
ter on paper than White fared.

White broke Josh Heupel’s
school mark of 53 TD passes in
the third quarter, when fullback
J.D. Runnels caught a pass in the
right flat and took it into the end
zone to put Oklahoma ahead 21-6.

Travis Wilson caught White’s
other two touchdown passes, in
the second and fourth quarters.

White, who went 15-for-24, ap-
peared a little late on several
throws in the first half when his
14 attempts yielded merely 55
yards. But he was on the mark
when he needed to be after half-
time.

“I had a few bad throws start-
ing off, but you've just got to keep
playing the next play and forget
about the bad ones and keep mov-
ing on,” White said.

Peterson, making his first start
in place of injured Kejuan Jones,
scored on a 1-yard touchdown
run in the first quarter and
topped 100 yards rushing for his
fourth straight game — extending
his own Oklahoma freshman
record.

Peterson set up Oklahoma’s
first score with a 61-yard run
around the right end and down
the sideline. Texas Tech’s Khalid
Naziruddin caught Peterson at an
angle and dove to tackle the fresh-
man as he tried to turn toward the
goal post.

“Mark Clayton made a great
block, James Moses made a block
outside, and I cut it up and just
ran the ball until I got tripped up
a little bit,” Peterson said. “That
was a good run.”

Three plays later, Peterson
bounced off a couple tacklers and
reached the ball across the goal
line to make it 7-0.

Peterson had a 57-yard touch-
down run in the third quarter ne-
gated by a holding call against
Jammal Brown.

Benson, Texas hammer
Baylor, look ahead to OU

BY JIM VERTUNO
The Associated Press

AUSTIN, Texas — The Texas
fans who endured the rain to
watch an easy victory couldn’t
help themselves. In the closing
moments of a 44-14 win over Bay-
Jor, the chants started coming in
waves.

“Beat OU!”

No. 2 Oklahoma, the border
rival that has thrashed the
fifth-ranked ~ Longhorns  four
straight years, heads south next
weekend for the Red River Shoot-
out in Dallas.

The chants poured down Satur-
day as the Longhorns left the
field.

But by the time they reached
the locker room, the players and
coach Mack Brown didn’t want to
hear them.

Brown wanted the Longhorns
to enjoy their first Big 12 confer-
ence win of the year, as well as a
milestone for tailback Cedric Ben-
son.

Benson ran for 188 yards and
three touchdowns against Baylor,
moving past Earl Campbell into
second place on the Texas career
rushing chart — trailing only
Ricky Williams.

“They really owe it to them-
selves to enjoy it for a day after
they win,” Brown said. “I told

them I'm not talking about the
next opponent until Monday.”

Vince Young threw his first two
touchdown passes of the season
to a wide receiver, both going to
Tony Jeffery.

“No comment about OU,”
Young said. “We're not even
thinking about it. We had a great
win, and we’re having fun.”

The Longhorns (4-0, 1-0) made
quick work of the Bears, scoring
on their first two drives and roll-
ing up a 37-7 lead by halftime.

“We are a better team than we
were out there today,” said Bay-
lor coach Guy Morriss. “T am wait-
ing for the players to start believ-
ing in themselves a little bit
more.”

The nation’s top rushing attack
continued to chew up yards on
the ground, piling up 303 against
the Bears (2-2, 0-1).

Benson had a season-high 34
carries, staying in the game until
the fourth quarter.

He passed Campbell on the
first drive of the fourth quarter to
reach 4,452 yards, nine more than
the former Heisman Trophy win-
ner who played from 1974-1977.
Williams holds the school rushing
record with 6,207 yards.

“It’s a great honor,” said Ben-
son, who also tied a school record
with a touchdown in 11 straight
games. “I started to get a little
emotional.”
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Northwestern ends 33-year drought against Ohio St.

BY NANCY ARMOUR
The Associated Press

EVANSTON, Ill. — The Northwestern
players piled on top of each other in the cor-
ner of the end zone while students rushed
the field, turning it into a purple mosh p:

They partied into the night long after
Noah Herron’s 1-yard touchdown run gave
Northwestern a 33-27 upset of No. 7 Ohio
State on Saturday night, not even caring
when the north goal post held firm. This
party was 33 years in the making, and they
weren’t about to go home early.

“It’s hard to put into words,” said safety
Jeff Backes, an Ohio native. “I came here
with a dream to beat the Buckeyes, and it’s
been 33 years. This is one I will never for-
get.”

Herron scored three touchdowns, includ-
ing the winner in overtime, and Northwest-
ern (2-3, 1-1 Big Ten) backed up its pre-
game trash talk with its first victory over
Ohio State (3-1, 0-1) since 1971. The win

snapped the Buckeyes’' 24-game winning
streak in the series, and handed them their
first loss in Evanston since 1958.

“Thirty-three years was long enough,”
said Northwestern coach Randy Walker,
an Ohio native.

It also was Northwestern’s first victory
over a top-10 team since beating then-No. 7
Wisconsin in double overtime in Madison
on Sept. 23, 2000.

Ohio State has made it a habit of pulling
out the close wins, winning 13 of its past 15
games that were decided by seven points
or fewer. The Buckeyes beat Marshall ear-
lier this season on Mike Nugent’s field goal
as time expired, and Nugent tied a school
record with five field goals to beat North
Carolina State two weeks ago.

It looked as if the Buckeyes’ luck might
hold again Saturday after they rallied to
score 10 points in the final nine minutes
and force overtime. But the normally auto-
matic Nugent misfired, with his 40-yard

field-goal attempt sailing wide right on the
first overtime possession.

“It was probably one of the best balls T
hit tonight,” Nugent said. “I thought it was
going to be dead-center.”

Instead, the Wildcats got a second
chance to put the Buckeyes away and they
made the most of it. On the second play,
quarterback Brett Basanez scrambled to
the left and up the sideline for a 21-yard
gain. Two plays later, Herron bulldozed his
way into the end zone for the winning
score, setting off pandemonium at the stadi-

um.

“T wouldn't have requested to be at the
end of [the streak],” Ohio State coach Jim
Tressel said. “But we are. Unfortunately,
that’s the case. We have to start trying to
get better, starting tomorrow.”

Herron ran for 113 yards, rushed for two
1-yard scores and also caught a 12-yard
TD pass. Mark Philmore had 134 yards re-
ceiving and a touchdown, the first of his ca-
reer. Basanez was 24-for-44 for 278 yards,
two touchdowns and two interceptions.

Ohio State’s offense had another shaky
night, not finding its groove until the fourth
quarter. Justin Zwick was 18-for-38 for 211
yards, but 90 yards came in the final pe
od. Santonio Holmes had 99 yards receiv-
ing and a score.

But the Buckeyes had just 97 yards rush-
ing. Lydell Ross had 31 yards on 11 carries.

Northwestern defensive tackle Luis
Castillo had set bulletin boards aflame all
over Columbus earlier in the week when
he said Ohio State had a “mediocre” of-
fense. And Philmore — an Ohio native —
said the Buckeyes were “kids just like you
out there.

The Wlldcats showed they can do more
than yap, though, controlling the game al-
most the entire night. They outgained the
Buckeyes 444-308, and the defense came
up with big plays time and again in the
final quarter.

“It sure didn’t hurt,” Castillo said of his
boast. “[Winning] was the greatest feeling
in the world.’
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Auburn’s Cambell silences critics with win

BY RALPH D. RUSSO
The Associated Press

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. — Jason Campbell
is running the West Coast offense like an
old pro and turning Auburn into a national
title contender in the process.

The often-criticized quarterback threw
for 252 yards and two touchdowns, and the
eighth-ranked Tigers overwhelmed No. 10
Tennessee 34-10 on Saturday night.

Carnell Williams and Ronnie Brown
each ran for a touchdown to complement
Campbell, and the Tigers’ swarming de-
fense made Tennessee’s two freshmen
quarterbacks look like neophytes for the
first time this season. Junior Rosegreen
had four interceptions to set a record for
Auburn (5-0, 3-0 Southeastern Confer-
ence) and tie the SEC mark.

“All day long T heard about how great
their two quarterbacks are,” Auburn coach
Tommy Tuberville said. “I wouldn’t trade
them for the one we've got. [Campbell]
played a great football game.”

Erik Ainge got his first start for the Vol-
unteers (3-1, 1-1) after racking up the best
passer rating in the SEC over the first
three games. The promotion did no good.
He went 17-for-35 for 173 yards with four
interceptions and a fumble.

Fellow freshman Brent Schaeffer had lit-
tle success in his first game as a reliever.
He also threw an interception and went
1-for-S.

“They’re freshmen, they're going to
learn,” Vols coach Phillip Fulmer said.
“We played against a better football team
tonight.”

Campbell has often received the blame
from fans and media for Auburn’s past of-
fensive inconsistency, despite playing for
four offensive coordinators in four seasons.

“That is something I have never worried
about in my career,” Campbell said. “I al-
ways knew I wasn’t getting the credit peo-
ple should give me but that’s one thing T
didn’t worry about.”

Auburn’s Carnell Willliams (24) tries to get away from Tennessee’s Jonathan Hefney dur-
ing the second quarter of their game Saturday. Williams had 24 carries for 98 yards.

He is finally flourishing under coordina-
tor Al Borges’ West Coast offense, with its
multiple shifts, quick throws and moving
pockets. He also is showing the confidence
and poise of a quarterback with 32 career
starts.

Campbell summed up the transforma-
tion simply, “They’re e the oppor-
tunity to use all my abilities.’

Against the Vols, he looked off defenders
and stepped up in the pocket. He threw
with fine touch over defenders and zipped
passes in between them. Campbell was
12-for-15 in the first half for 240 yards to
lead the Tigers to a 31-3 lead.

The Tigers took the field knowing that
their two main SEC West rivals — LSU and
Arkansas — had lost. As if bolstered by the
opportunity to grab command of the divi-
sion, Auburn controlled the first quarter.
The Tigers forced a three-and-out on the
first series of the game, got a piece of Ten-
nessee’s punt, and Campbell and his two
star tailbacks went to work at their own 45.
The Tigers drove the field with a mix of
power running and quick passes. Brown fin-
ished the job by bowling over Tennessee’s
Jason Allen, knocking the safety’s helmet
off on the way to a 9-yard touchdown run.

After the Vols responded with a field
goal, the Tigers marched down field again
but couldn’t complete the drive this time.
Brown fumbled at the S5 and Tennessee re-
covered at the 1.

1t was only a temporary reprieve for the
Vols.

Ainge lost the ball on a sneak and Au-
burn was back in the red zone. Campbell
then made it 14-3 with a S-yard pass to Ben
Obomanu.

When Williams ran over Allen for a
5-yard touchdown in the second quarter it
was 24-3 and most of the 107,828 fans at
Neyland Stadium were stunned silent.

“We had so many mistakes we put them
in perfect position to win,” Tennessee line-
backer Kevin Burnett said. “Mental errors,
missed tackles. That comes back to hurt
you in the end.”

Just when it looked as though Tennessee
might make a game of it, Auburn’s defense
came up with its third takeaway. Travis
Williams picked off Ainge’s tipped pass at
the LSU 32 with 2:05 left in the half.

Auburn wasn’t about to get conservative.

Campbell went deep on the next play, hit-
ting Brown for 38 yards.

Moments later, Campbell threw a bullet
to Courtney Taylor slanting over the mid-
dle and the receiver broke free for a
31-yard TD play and a 28-point halftime
lead.

Rosegreen picked off three passes in a
second half that was otherwise a formality.

For Tennessee, it gets no easier next
week; the Vols go to Georgia, which made
a statement of its own with a 45-16 victory
over LSU on Saturday.

“We have a lot left to go,” Vols tackle
Michael Munoz said. “We still control our
destiny in the SEC East.”

Auburn, a team that fell far short of lofty
expectations last season, now
1Y/>-game lead in the SEC West and its ﬁml
win at Knoxville since 1983.

“We had something to prove,” Tuber-
ville said. “We got better each snap. We got
stronger each snap.”

Greene, Georgia dash LSU’s hopes for title repeat

BY PAUL NEWBERRY
The Associated Press

ATHENS, Ga. — Georgia’s of-
fense finally showed up, and the
Bulldogs now truly look like a
team that’s capable of challeng-
ing for a national championship.

The LSU Tigers? Their hopes of
making another run at No. 1 are
finished.

David Greene set a school
record by throwing five touch-
down passes and No. 3 Georgia
got a huge victory in the South-
eastern Conference, shredding
13th-ranked LSU and its fear-
some defense 45-16 on Saturday.

“It was something you proba-
bly just dream about,” Greene
said.

Georgia (4-0, 2-0 SEC) has
never been an offensive jugger-
naut during Mark Richt’s four
years as coach, and the last two
games were especially frustrat-
ing. The Bulldogs scored only
three touchdowns in defen-
sive-led victories over South Caro-
lina and Marshall.

“I was little befuddled,” Richt
admitted. “We had pracllced ex-
tremely well. We had some guys
who could make plays. I was try-
ing to figure out why we couldn’t
make those plays in the game.”

Problem solved. Less than 21
minutes into this one, Georgia al-
ready had reached the end zone
three times against a defense that
was ranked fifth nationally in
both points and yards allowed.

By the end, LSU (3-2, 1-2) had
given up its most points since a
56-13 loss to Florida in 1996.

“This was a curveball to me,”
Tigers coach Nick Saban said.

“When things like this happen,
you must dig deep down inside.”

Greene completed only 10 of 19
passes for 172 yards, but half his
completions went for TDs. He
tied Johnny Rauch as the win-
ningest quarterback in Georgia
history with his 36th victory as a
starter.

Reggie Brown had two TD
catches and set a career high with
110 yards receiving. Fred Gibson
also had a pair of scoring passes.

LSU cornerback Trey Daniels
had an especially miserable day,
getting burned on three of
Greene's touchdowns.

The Bulldogs took advantage of
the Tigers’ blitzing scheme, pro-
tecting well up the middle and re-
lying on their receivers to beat
the man-on-man coverage.

“Greene just put the ball up in
the air and told us to go get it,”

Gibson said. “I guess they were
shocked. We came out and really
didn’t do anything wrong.”

The Bulldogs didn’t just pass
the ball. Freshman Danny Ware,
who sat out the last game with a
bruised lung, rushed for 109
yards.

Another freshman, Thomas
Brown, chipped in with 81 yards
and scored Georgia’s final touch-
down on a short run.

The Georgia defense made life
miserable for LSU quarterbacks
Marcus Randall and JaMarcus
Russell, who spent most of the af-
ternoon running for their lives
and wound up getting sacked five
times. Hard-hitting safety Tho-
mas Davis caused two fumbles by
Tigers running backs, both of
them leading to Georgia touch-
downs.

The Tigers claimed the BCS
share of the national title last sea-
son, but there won't be any re-
peat. LSU already has more loss-
es than its championship team.

That’s not the only change from

003.

LSU beat the Bulldogs twice on
their way to No. 1, including a
34-13 rout in last year’s SEC
championship game. Georgia
avenged the worst loss of the
Richt era with a replay of that De-

cember game, only it was the red
and black dominating this one.

“I didn't see it coming,” said
LSU cornerback Corey Webster,
who also gave up a TD pass. “We
made those plays last year.”

The Bulldogs raced to a 24-0
lead, withstood a brief flurry
from LSU at the end of the first
half and sealed the victory in the
third quarter.

n Georgia’s second posses-
sion, Greene lofted a perfect pass
down the right side, Reggie
Brown outjumped Daniels for the
ball and got a foot down just in-
side the pylon for a 25-yard touch-
down catch.

D.J. Shockley relieved Greene
on Georgia’s next possession,
completing a 47-yard pass to
Brown that set up Andy Bailey’s
32-yard field goal.

The Bulldogs didn’t let up.
Davis jarred the ball loose from
Justin® Vincent and Quentin
Moses recovered at the LSU 35.
Greene went back in and finished
off the drive with a 2-yard TD
pass to Gibson, who leaped over
Daniels to make it 17-0.

LSU fumbled the ball right
back. Davis stuck his helmet into
Jacob Hester's belly, the ball
came flying out and Odell Thur-
man fell on it at the LSU 40.

Georgia took advantage again.
Thomas Brown converted a
fourth-and-1 by breaking a tackle
in the backfield, then Greene
floated a 29-yard scoring pass to
Reggie Brown, who made a leap-
ing catch and somehow got a toe
down before tumbling out of
bounds.

Once again, Daniels was the
man getting beat.

Down by 24 points, the Tigers fi-
nally showed signs of life.

Russell threw an 18-yard TD
pass to Dwayne Bowe with 1:23
left in the half, and the Tigers got
the ball back after a short punt.

Russell completed a 24-yard
pass to Craig Davis, leading to
Chris Jackson’s 31-yard field goal
on the final play of the half.

LSU went off the field with
some momentum, but it didn’t
last long. Greene threw two more
touchdown passes in the third to
make it 38-10 — a 24-yarder to
Gibson and a 21-yarder to Sean
Bailey, the first TD of his career.

The Bulldogs have another cru-
cial SEC game next week against
No. 10 Tennessee. Now, at least,
they know their offense can keep
up with the other side of the line.

“Hopefully,” Richt said, “this
will give us some conﬁdenoe,
some momentum. We needed a
boost for sure.”
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Orton helps Purdue bomb ND

BY ToM COYNE
The Associated Press

SOUTH BEND, Ind. — Pur-
due’s Kyle Orton accomplished
something that Drew Brees, Jim
Everett and Mark Hermann
never did — win at Notre Dame.

Orton_threw four touchdown
passes, including a 97 yarder to
Taylor Stubblefield, to lead the
1Sth-ranked Boilermakers to a
41-16 victory Saturday. It was
Purdue’s first win at Notre Dame
Stadium since Ara Parseghian’s
last year as Irish coach in 1974,
when the Irish were ranked No. 2.

Orton was 21-for-31 for 385
yards, third most in his career, to
help the Boilermakers (4-0) end a
13-game losing streak at Notre
Dame (3-2). Purdue coach Joe
Tiller said it might have been Or-
ton’s best game.

“I'm not surprised by what No.
18 can do any more,” Tiller said.
“He does a great job, and our
team is following his talent.”

Orton, who has 17 TD passes
with no interceptions this season,
was asked after the game if he
thought his performance might
help his Heisman Trophy chanc-
es.
“You guys keep bringing up the
Heisman. I don’t have a vote on
that,” he said.

The Irish certainly were im-
pressed, though.

“He was unstoppable,” defen-
sive end Justin Tuck said. “A lot
of people say he is the leading can-
didate for the Heisman Trophy.
He’s got my vote.”

In their last three trips to Notre
Dame Stadium, the Boilermakers
had come close to beating the
Irish but always had a key turn-
over that cost them. On Saturday,
though, the Boilermakers, who
have not lost a fumble this year,
didn’t turn the ball over once
against a Notre Dame defense
that had forced 16 turnovers in its
first four games.
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“I told the coach before the
game that if we could get 24
points and no turnovers, we
would be in good shape,” Orton
said. “To get 41 points showed we
played outstanding today.”

The victory also marked the
first time Purdue has won a road
game at a traditional powerhouse
under Tiller, who is in his eighth
season. The Boilermakers have
lost six straight at Ohio State,
they are 0-3-1 at Penn State and
haven’t won at Michigan since
1966.

Orton said he thought too much
‘was made about Purdue’s losing
streak at Notre Dame.

“We don’t go around thinking
about that too much, but it’s nice
for the fans and the program to
get a win here,” Orton said.

The Boilermakers also got a big
play from Jerome Brooks, who re-
turned a kickoff 100 yards for a
touchdown right after Notre
Dame had tied the score at 3-3.

Army’s
skid hits
19 games

BY MARK JOHNSON
The Associated Press

WEST POINT, N.Y. — Lonta
Hobbs scored his second touch-
down of the game with 41 seconds
left to rally TCU to a 21-17 victory
over Army on Saturday, extend-
ing the Black Knights’ losing
streak to 19 games, the longest in
the nation.

TCU trailed 17-0 at halftime
against a team that has not won at
home since defeating Tulane
42-37 on Oct. 27, 2001.

Hobbs ran for 106 yards, and
his closing 2-yard scoring run
capped an 11-play, 62-yard drive.
Brandon Hassell, replacing inef-
fective Kyle Kummer at quarter-
back, completed 14 of 23 passes
for 158 yards and one touchdown
for TCU (3-2, 1-1 Conference
USA).

Carlton Jones ran for 108 yards
and one touchdown for Army
(04, 0-2). Zac Dahman, starting
his first game for Army this sea-
son, completed 12 of 26 passes for
214 yards.

“It was a game of almost two
halves,” said first-year Army
coach Bobby Ross. “We won the
first one, and they won the second
one. ... I feel like now I know
where we can go to. We've got
seven football games left. There’s
alot of season left.”

TCU’s offense entered the
game ranked 26th in the country,
but struggled in the first half.

Dahman hit Jacob Murphy
with a 54-yard strike on the sec-
ond play of Army’s first posses-
sion and Tielor Robinson scored
on a 3-yard run three plays later
to open the scoring. It was the
Black Knights’ first lead of the
season.

On Army’s next possession
Dahman hit Walter Hill with a
35-yard pass to move Army to the
TCU 10. That set up Carlton
Jones' 10-yard TD run, putting
the Black Knights ahead 14-0.

Hokies knock off
No. 6 Mountaineers

The Associated Press

BLACKSBURG, Va. — Bran-
don Pace kicked four field goals
to atone for last week’s late miss,
and Virginia Tech played superb
defense to beat No. 6 West Virgin-
ia 19-13 Saturday, avenging last
year’s loss to the Mountaineers.

Vincent Fuller intercepted
Rasheed Marshall’s pass with 18
seconds left to seal the victory for
Virginia Tech, which held on after
leading 16-0 in the second half.

Last year, the Hokies’ national
title aspirations were dashed by a
28-7 loss at West Virginia.

West Virginia had its chances,
but its offense sputtered.

n the visitors’ last possession,
Marshall pitched the ball to
Charles Hales, a backup quarter-
back who lined up in the back-
field on the play and completed a
32-yard pass to Eddie Jackson.
With a 15-yard penalty for rough-
ing the passer tacked on, WVU
had the ball at Tech’s 41.

But on the very next play, Full-
er ended the Mountaineers’ hopes
by picking off a pass at the 22.

No. 4 Miami 27, Georgia Tech
3: Brock Berlin threw three
touchdown passes, and Frank
Gore ran for 115 yards in Miami’s
first Atlantic Coast Conference
road game.

Playing without the injured P.J.
Daniels, the ACC’s leading rush-
er, Georgia Tech (22, 1-2) was
shut down by Miami's tough de-
fense, which forced four turn-
overs. Miami (4-0, 2-0) has al-
lowed only one offensive touch-
down in four games.

Berlin completed 10 of 20 pass-
es for 200 yards with no intercep-
tions.

No. 9 Florida St. 38, North
Carolina 16: Wyatt Sexton threw
three touchdown passes in his
starting debut, and Leon Washing-
ton ran for 153 yards and a touch-
down for host Florida State.

The Seminoles (3-1, 2-1 Atlan-
tic Coast Conference) built a 24-6
lead early in the third quarter,
but didn’t put the game out of
reach until Sexton’s 15-yard TD
pass to Chauncey Stovall complet-
ed the scoring with 6:53 left.

North Carolina (2-3, 1-2 ACC)
managed 363 yards against Flori-
da State’s tough defense, but had
difficulty reaching the end zone.

No. 10 California 49, Oregon
St. 7: Chase Lyman had five
catches for a career-high 176
yards and three touchdowns, and
Aaron Rodgers completed 12 of
16 passes for 140 yards and three
scores for visiting California (3-0,
1-0 Pac-10).

Cal had not played for 20 days.
A game against Southern Miss
sippi, originally scheduled for
Sept. 16, was postponed by Hurri-
cane Ivan.

No. 16 Florida 45, Arkansas
30: Chris Leak threw for a ca-
reer-high 322 yards and three
touchdowns, and Florida (3-1, 2-1
SEC) held off another late rally.

The Gators extended their win-
ning streak against the visiting
Razorbacks (3-2, 1-1) to five
games — every matchup since Ar-
kansas joined the Southeastern
Conference in 1992.

Florida led 38-7 late in the third
quarter before the Razorbacks
scored 23 consecutive points.
Quarterback Matt Jones, who
leads the conference in total of-
fense, hurt the Gators running
and passing.

Louisiana Tech 28, No. 17
Fresno St. 21: In Ruston, La.,
Ryan Moats_scored his_fourth

touchdown with less than 3:20 left
and finished with 236 yards rush-
ing for Louisiana Tech (3-2, 2-0
Western Athletic).

Fresno State led 21-20 with
four minutes left and was trying
to run out the clock. But Byron
Santiago intercepted Paul Pine-
gar’s pass and returned it to the
16. Moats scored two plays later.

No. 18 Minnesota 16, Penn
St. 7: Laurence Maroney ran for
144 yards and a touchdown and
No. 18 Minnesota overcame visit-
ing Penn State’s scrappy defense.

The Gophers (5-0, 2-0 Big Ten)
recorded their second straight
5-0 start since 1940-41 and have
won four in a row against Penn
State. But Minnesota’s offense,
which entered the game averag-
ing 44 points, stalled frequently
against the Lions (2-3, 0-2).

No. 19 Michigan 35, Indiana
14: Chad Henne threw for 316
yards and three touchdowns, and
Leon Hart returned a punt 76
yards for a score for visiting Mich-
igan, which retained a share of
the Big Ten lead by winning their
third straight game.

No. 20 Wisconsin 24, lllinois
7: Anthony Davis ran for 213
yards and three touchdowns in
his first action in a month and
host Wisconsin (5-0, 2-0 Big Ten)
held its fifth straight opponent to
a touchdown or less, a feat it last
achieved in 1951.

No. 21 Arizona St. 28, Oregon
13: Andrew Walter overcame a
shaky start to throw three touch-
down passes and third-string tail-
back Hakim Hill ran for 134
yards and a touchdown to lead vis-
iting Arizona State.

Oregon (1-3, 0-1) had won
seven straight Pac-10 openers.

No. 22 Louisville 59, East
Carolina 7: In Louisville, Ky.,
Eric Shelton tied a Cardinals
record with five rushing touch-
downs and finished with 129
yards.

Louisville forced five turnovers
and converted three into touch-
downs in its final tuneup before
an Oct. 14 date  with
fourth-ranked Miami.

No. 23 Boise St. 38, SMU 20:
Jared Zabransky threw for 190
yards and two touchdowns to help
Boise State extend the longest
winning streak in the nation to 16
games. The Broncos also won at
home for the 22nd straight time.

No. 25 Oklahoma St. 36, lowa
St. 7: Vernand Morency ran for
143 yards and two touchdowns
and Jason Ricks kicked three
field goals for host Oklahoma
State.
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Walk on the wild side

Astros one victory away from NL wild-card berth

The Associated Press

HOUSTON — Roy Oswalt be-
came the NL’s first 20-game win-
ner and Jeff Kent and Craig Big-
gio each homered twice as the
Houston Astros pounded the Colo-
rado Rockies 9-3 on Saturday
night to take over the lead in the
NL wild-card chase.

The Astros’s
NL

17th  straight
home  victory
Roundup

gave them a
one-game lead
over the San
Francisco ~ Gi-
ants, who lost 7-3 to the Los Ange-
les Dodgers. The Chicago Cubs
‘were eliminated from the postsea-
son race after losing their fifth
straight, 8-6 to Atlanta.

A victory in the regular-season
finale Sunday or a Giants loss
would give Houston the NL's final
playoff spot — an improbable
thought almost a month ago when
it was four games below .500 and
seven games behind the Cubs.

An Astros loss and Giants victo-
ry on Sunday would force a play-
off game Monday in San Fran-
cisco.

Kent hit a two-run shot off
Adam Bernero in the fifth for his
278th home run as a second base-
man, breaking Ryne Sandberg’s
major league record.

Oswalt (20-10) won 20 games
for the first time in his career, al-
lowing one run and five hits in
seven innings.

Braves 8, Braves 6: Moises
Alou, Aramis Ramirez and

Sammy Sosa homered to help

give the Cubs a 6-2 lead that start-
er Carlos Zambrano couldn’t
hold. J.D. Drew’s two-run triple
in the eighth put Atlanta ahead
for good.

Kevin Gryboski (3-2) pitched a
scoreless seventh and John
Smoltz got the last four outs for
his 44th save.

rewers 5, Cardinals 1: Ben
Sheets (12- 14) pitched his fifth
complete game of the season and
visiting Milwaukee took advan-
tage of a shaky playoff tuneup by
Jason Marquis (15-7).

Sheets allowed eight hits and
an unearned run, winning for
only the third time in 13 decisions
since the All-Star break. He
struck out 10 for a career-high
263, second in the NL behind
Randy Johnson.

Marquis threw 112 pitches in
4/; innings, giving up three runs
and five hits.

Pirates 3, Reds 1: Jason Ken-
dall had three hits and Jose Castil-
1o hit the 235th homer allowed by
host Cincinnati’s pitching staff.

The emotional highlight came
in the eighth, when Barry Larkin
got a standing ovation for a
pinch-hit single, then left for a
pinch-runner. The 40-year-old
shortstop is wrapping up his 19th
and possibly final season with the
Reds.

Marlins 4, Phillies 3: Mike
Lowell and Miguel Cabrera hom-

ered to lead Florida over host
Philadelphia, hours after the Phil-
lies fired manager Larry Bowa.

Josh Beckett (9-9) gave up an
RBI single to Tomas Perez in the
second and a solo homer to Jason
Michaels in the sixth. He allowed
seven hits and struck out five in
eight innings. Armando Benitez
picked up his 47th save.

Expos 6, Mets 3: Brad Wilker-
son hit a tiebreaking three-run
homer in the ninth inning in the
Expos’ next-to-last game before
moving to

Wilkerson, who also had two
doubles, connected against reliev-
er Braden Looper (2-5) after an
error by Kaz Matsui — making
his second start at second base —
and a walk to pinch-hitter Ryan
Church.

Diamondbacks 7, Padres 6:
Randy Johnson got some rare of-
fensive support, including his
own two-run double and the host
Diamondbacks rallied from a
five-run deficit.

Johnson (16-14) allowed six
runs — only one earned — and 10
hits in eight innings. He struck
out eight and walked none to cap
a strong season made more im-
pressive by the struggles of the
Diamondbacks, who have lost 111
games.

It was the first time in 11 starts
that Arizona scored more than
three runs for Johnson, the major
league strikeouts leader with 290.

The Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — Larry
Bowa was fired as manager of
the Philadelphia Phillies on Sat-
urday, a day before the end of
yet another disappointing year.

The Phillies failed to reach
the playoffs for the 11th straight
season after coming in as favor-
ites to win the NL East. They
were 85-75 when Bowa was dis-
missed before the night’s game
against Florida.

Bench coach Gary Varsho

Philadelphia fires Bowa

was to manage the Phillies’ last
two games on Saturday and Sun-

y.

Earlier Saturday, Bowa met
with the media while specula-
tion swirled that he would be
fired at the end of the season
and that pitching coach Joe Ker-
rigan would resign.

“Pm not talking about it
Bowa said then. “You guys have
all speculated. You all have
your unidentified sources. You
probably know more than I do,
which is pretty good.”

During the recount of the 2000 Election in Florida, a lawyer wrote a
memorandum explaining how to use legal technicalities to
disqualify the Absentee Ballot Votes of Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen,
Marines and Guardsmen serving overseas.

We Believe that the Americans Defending Our Democracy
Qught To Have Their Votes Counted In Our Elections.

Talk to your Voting Assistance Officer,
Visit www.OverseasRepublicans.org
for more information on voting by Absentee Ballot,

and VOTE because

Every Vote Counts.

(s

Paid For By The Republican National Committee
Not Authorized By Any Candidate Or Candidate Committee
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Steve Finley's grand slam in the hottom of the ninth i

beat the San Francisco Giants 7-3

ing on Saturday
and clinched the NL West title for

the Los Angeles Dodgers. At left is Giants catcher Yorvit Torrealba.

Dodgers: Finley gives
L.A. dramatic finish

DODGERS, FROM BACK PAGE

The stunning loss — keyed by
three walks and a critical error —
left the Giants in a precarious po-
sition.

Their division hopes dashed,
the only way Barry Bonds and Co.
can make it back to the postsea-
son is if they beat the Dodgers on
Sunday, Houston loses its home
game to Colorado, and then they
beat the Astros in a one-game
playoff Monday in San Francisco.

The Astros beat the Rockies 9-3
Saturday night for a one-game
lead over the Giants.

“Then I got something I could
drive, and I hit it the other way.”

With the winning run at third
and one out, Finley hit an 0-1
pitch from Wayne Franklin into
the right-field seats, and the cele-
bration began immediately.

Finley was mobbed at the plate
and the party continued for sever-
al minutes as the sellout crowd of
54,594 went wild.

“Everything was appropriate
about that,” Werth said of Fin-
ley’s heroics. “He’s unbelievable.
He's brought a lot to the table for
us this year.”

« — Yhency Bra-
didnw*tex:;ﬁ” said zoban (6-2), the
Marquis ~ Gris- &k It doesn’t matter St Los Ange-
som, who les red pitcher,
burned ~ his how we lost. worked one in-
former team for N ning to earn the
the second We’ve got to win. )
straight day, Everybody S
driving in_ all come out and fine,” ~ Franklin
three San Fran- . said in a somber
cisco runs, “We  Win tomorrow.9¥  san  Francisco

clubhouse.

played a good
game, we gave it
up at the end. It
doesn’t matter
how we lost. We've got to come
out and win tomorrow.”

After it was over, pitcher Jose
Lima took a victory lap around
Dodger Stadium to the roar of the
crowd. Perez dumped a bottle of
champagne over Lima's head
near the backstop.

Four days after rallying for five
runs in the bottom of the ninth to
beat Colorado 5-4, the Dodgers
did it again — and then some.

Blanked on four hits by Brett
Tomko and two relievers entering
the ninth, the Dodgers loaded the
bases with one out on a single by
Shawn Green and two walks by
Dustin Hermanson (6-9), who
was pulled after walking
pinch-hitter Hee-Seop Choi to
force in the first Los Angeles run.

Jason Christiansen relieved
and got Cesar Izturis to hit a
grounder to the left side, but
shortstop Cody Ransom, inserted
into the game for defensive pur-
poses, misplayed it for an error,
allowing Robin Ventura to score.

Jayson Werth followed with a
single off Matt Herges to tie it,
capping an eight-pitch at-bat.

“I battled the whole at-bat, kept
fouling off pitches,” Werth said.

rquis Grissom
Giants outfielder

“We're sad that
we lost. We have
to think about to-
morrow.”

lermanson was pitching for
the fifth straight day, and ques-
tioned some of plate umpire Tim
McClelland’s calls.

“I feel a little overworked and
tired, but I wanted to be out
there,” he said. “I made some
good pitches he called balls. That
Kills you. I gave it everything I
had today.

“This is crunch time — I want
to be out there.”

Tomko allowed four hits in 7!/3
innings before being relieved by
Scott Eyre with two on and one
outin the eighth. Eyre retired Fin-
ley on a grounder to second and
Hermanson came on to induce
Adrian Beltre to ground to short,
ending the inning.

Little did anyone think at that
stage that Finley would get anoth-
er chance.

Grissom hit a two-out, two-run
single off Elmer Dessens in the
fourth to break a scoreless tie,
and added his 21st homer off Du-
aner Sanchez to begin the sev-
enth, making it 3-0.

Dessens, making his first start
in 215 months, was relieved by
Wilson_Alvarez after _allowing
three hits and two runs in four in-
nings.
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t Mekee

Dakhnd Athletics pitcher Barry Zito sits on the bench after the Ana-

Angels beat Oakland 5-4 on Saturday to clinch th

lltlz in 18 years and eliminate the A's from postseason contention.

Angels: Bullpen proves
to be fatal flaw for A’s

ANGELS, FROM BACK PAGE

It’s still not clear who the An-
gels will face in the first round of
the playoffs — it will either be the
New York Yankees or Boston.

The A’s had won the division in
three of the past four years, and
made the playoffs in all of those
seasons. They had lost in the first
round each time.

Oakland’s Eric Byrnes grabbed
his helmet in disbelief and frustra-
tion when he flied out to left to
end it, and a celebration ensued
on the mound by the Angels. It
quickly moved into the club-
house, where champagne and
beer began flowing freely.

e A’s realigned their rotation
to have Mark Mulder, Barry Zito
and Tim Hudson on the mound
for the final weekend, but it didn’t
work out.

The A’s dropped to 12-18 in Sep-
tember — a shocking develop-
ment for a team that’s been the
best in baseball in the final month
the past four years.

After seven strong innings by
Zito, the lefty told manager Ken
Macha he couldn’t go out for the
eighth because his legs had be-
come stiff the past two innings
and it was affecting his pitching.

en, A’s relievers Jim Mecir,
Ricardo Rincon (1-1) and Octavio
Dotel couldn’t hold a 4-2 lead.

“I asked [pitching coach] Curt
[Young] if he was confident in the
bullpen right now and he said
yes,” Zito said. “In retrospect, it
was the wrong call. But my legs
were tightening up for the last
couple of innings. I have to trust
myself. I’m going to pitch as long
asIcan”

Erstad lined a two-run double
off the right-field wall against Rin-
con, who entered after Mecir al-
lowed singles to Bengie Molina

gins.

Macha then turned to Dotel,
the closer who has been fighting
elbow tendinitis. Anderson, play-
ing with knee tendinitis, got his
second hit of the game.

Brendan Donnelly (5-2)
pitched 1%5 innings for the win
and Troy Percival finished for his
33rd save in 38 chances.

The A’s held a team meeting be-
fore the game, and Eric Chavez
hit a two-run double in the third
to give them the lead. Oakland
did not do much at the plate, man-
aging only 19 hits in its last four

games.
“It's weird,” Chavez said. “It's
very apparent to the rest of base-
ball what our problems are. If you
ask me, we should have run away
with this division this year.”
Guerrero hit a tying, two-run
homer off Zito with two outs in
the sixth. It was Guerrero’s 39th
homer and career-high 206th hit.
He’s being touted as the league

P.

“I would welcome the prize
with alot of love,” he said through
a translator. “But right now I
can’t think about anything but the
other 25 guys here.”

The A’s took back the lead in
the bottom half. Jermaine Dye hit
aleadoff single, then Damian Mill-
er doubled two batters later to
center and the ball got past a div-
ing Anderson when he tried to
backhand the ball and rolled to
the wall.

Dye scored with a headfirst
dive and touched the plate with
his left hand — then jumped up
and threw his arm in the air in ex-
citement. Miller’s hit chased An-
gels starter Kelvim Escobar, who
pitched on three days’ rest for the
fourth time in his career.

After David Eckstein reached
on shortstop Bobby Crosby’s
error, Zito got 11 straight outs.

Zito was winless in his last four
starts and six of seven.

Oakland has lost six of eight
and nine of 12.

“This is a sour note for us,” cen-
ter fielder Mark Kotsay said.

“We just gave it to them. Zito
did an unbelievable job. He gave
us the lead, and that’s all you can
ask. I have no answers for what
happened.”

Angels fans lined the front-row
seats behind the team’s dugout
and down the first-base line and
began chanting “Let’s Go, An-
gels!” about an hour before the
first pitch.
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‘Big Gat’ is purring again

Galarraga beats cancer, age (43) to reach playoffs

BY JANIE MCCAULEY

The Associated Press

OAKLAND, Calif. — Andres
Galarraga partied like teammates
half his age, dancing and chug-
ging champagne to celebrate the
Anaheim Angels’ division title.

To the “Big Cat,” winning the
AL West meant a little more.

Galarraga was diagnosed with
a recurrence of non-Hodgkin’s
Ilymphoma last November, a mala-
dy which when first discovered
caused him to miss the entire
1999 season. He underwent sur-
gery in November and had a stem
cell transplant in February —
then made quite a return.

He not only made it back to
baseball, but helped put a team in
the playoffs. The Angels beat the
Oakland Athletics 5-4 on Satur-
day to clinch the club’s first divi-
sion championship in 18 years.

Anaheim called up the
43-year-old infielder in Septem-
ber after signing him to a minor
league contract Aug. 4. Galarraga
appeared in 25 games with Salt
Lake City of the Pacific Coast
League, batting .304 with four
homers and 19 RBIs.

“It’s really special after the can-
cer earlier this year,” Galarraga
said between champagne baths.
“I was keeping my mind hopeful
that I'd find somebody to give me
an opportunity to play again.”

And he even contributed to the
Angels’ title with a pinch-hit
homer leading off the ninth in-
ning of Friday’s 10-0 rout of the
A’s.

Andres Galarraga, at left, joins teammates in dousing Vladimir Guerrero
with champagne after Anaheim clinched the AL West title on Saturday.

It was career homer No. 399 for
the popular Venezuelan. Getting
to 400 homers is a major reason
he wanted to come back this sea-
son after the cancer.

“That made me happy,” he said
of his first homer this year. “I
hope I get 400 tomorrow.”

Galarraga, who made his big
league debut with the Montreal
Expos in 1985, hit .301 with 12
homers and 42 RBIs in 110 games
last season with the San Fran-
cisco Giants, who made the play-
offs and lost to the World Series
champion Florida Marlins.

“He’s the Big Cat. He’s an unbe-
lievable guy to have around,”
backup catcher Jose Molina said.

After he recovered earlier this
year, Galarraga asked his agent
to find him a team that would be
in the race with a chance to win.

This postseason run might be
his last.

“I don’t think I'll come back,
but you can never tell,” he said.
“It’s different for me and it's frus-
trating to not play every day. If
someone specifically asked for
me, I might consider it.”

Twins, Tribe forced to call timeout

The Associated Press

MINNEAPOLIS — Minnesota
and Cleveland were tied 5-5 after
11 innings Saturday when the
game was suspended because the
Metrodome field needed to be re-
configured for the Penn
State-Minnesota football game.

The Twins and Indians were to
resume Sunday afternoon, fol-
lowed by the regularly scheduled
season finale.

The AL Central champion
Twins can still begin the playoffs
at home by winning the suspend-
ed game and the Sunday windup
and Oakland beats AL West cham-
pion Anaheim. In that case, Min-
nesota would host Boston in
Game 1 of the division series on
Tuesday. Otherwise, the Twins
would open at New York against
the Yankees.

ing ovation and scattered boos
when Willie Bloomquist took the
field.

Martinez didn’t have a good
day at the plate, going hitless with
awalk in three at-bats.

Kenny Rogers (18-9) pitched
into the sixth, allowing three runs
on seven hits with four strikeouts
and one walk.

Ichiro Suzuki boosted his major
league-record hit total 260 with a
fifth-inning single.

Blue Jays 4, Yankees 2: Roy
Halladay (8-8) pitched eight in-
nings as host Toronto beat New
York. Kevin Brown (10-6), audi-
tioning for a spot in the Yankees’
rotation, held the Blue

(5-0)
beat Penn State 16-7.

Rangers 10, Mariners 4:
Michael Young had a two-run
homer and got three hits, spoiling
Edgar Martinez Day in Seattle.

The sellout crowd of 45,817 got
aspecial treat when Martinez, Se-
attle’s retiring designated hitter,
started the ninth inning at third
base, his first at third

Jays to Vernon Wells’ double in
the fourth and one unearned run
through five innings.

Halladay allowed one run on
six hits, struck out five and
walked none. Miguel Batista
pitched the ninth for his fifth
save.

Red Sox 7-7, Orioles 5-

since July 2, 1997. He stayed in
for one pitch, leaving to a stand-

Doug hit a tiebreak-
ing two-run triple in the seventh
as visiting Boston rallied from a

S-1 deficit to complete a doubl-
header sweep.

In the opener, Bronson Arroyo
threw three shufout innings in his
final tuneup before the playoffs
and Johnny Damon drove in
three runs.

Baltimore’s Javy Lopez and
Boston’s Orlando Cabrera hit
three-run homers in the second
game.

Royals 10, White Sox 2:
Ruben Gotay drove in four runs
with his first major league homer
and a triple, helping Brian Ander-
son (6-12) and host Kansas City
snap a seven-game losing streak.
Calvin Pickering and Angel Ber-
roa also homered for Kansas City.

Anderson pitched his second
complete game of the year, giving
up seven hits. He struck out four
and walked one.

Tigers 5, Devil Rays 1: Marcus
Thames had his first two-homer
game and drove in three runs for
host Detroit.

Craig Monroe also homered for
Detroit, which set a major league
record by having 11 players with
at least 10 home runs.

Gary Knotts (7-6) allowed one
run and four hits, walked two and
struck out four in 7%/3 innings.

Scott Kazmir (2-3) gave up four
runs and five hits in six innings,
walked one and struck out six.
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2004 Combined Federal Campaign-Overseas

www.cfcoverseas.org

Your campaign
begins
today...

4 October

Support the charity of your choice.

Whether through service to your country or by Please continue the tradition of giving by supporting
supporting your favorite charity through the CFC-O,  charities that improve the quality of life in your
Americans respond when asked to help. neighborhood, our nation and around the world.

CFC-O GIVEAWAY

SUPPORT THE CFC-O AND HAVE A CHANCE TO WIN ONE OF THREE GREAT PRIZES

FIRST PRIZE
2005 Jeep
Liberty Renegade SECOND PRIZE
! 2 Airline
o chang " Tickets
@ newcarsales THIRD PRIZE
WWW.ENCS.COM $1.000
The only car-buying .
program created jtlzy the Savings Bond

military for the military.
Look for us on base.

; F g c DIRECT
The 2004 CFC-0 is conducting a Giveaway as part of this year's

campaign. By completing a pledge card, whether you donate Visit us at GEICO.com
or not, you are eligible to win. Winners will be randomly for overseas locations
selected in March 2005 and notified by phone and/or in and phone numbers
writing by the CFC-O. Enter now and win! In the U.S. call 1-800-947-AUTO

Give to the CFC-O and Make a World of Difference!
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Auburn’s demolition of Tennessee,
Georgia’s dismantling of LSU
show who rules the SEC, Page 26

Perfect Hollywood

in ninth to seal NL West title

BY JOHN NADEL
The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — The Dodgers
have spent many recent Octobers
watching postseason baseball on tele-
vision.

This year, they’ll be playing.

Steve Finley’s grand slam capped
aseven-run rally in the bottom of the
ninth inning, and Los Angeles won
the NL West by beating the San Fran-
cisco Giants 7-3 on Saturday.

“We do it the Hollywood way —
that's for sure,” closer Eric Gagne
said. “It’s amazing.”

The Dodgers qualified for the post-
season for the first time since mak-
ing it as the wild card in 1996. They
won the division the year before.

Now, they’ll look to win their first
postseason game since upsetting
Oakland in the 1988 World Series.
The Dodgers will play at St. Louis if
Houston wins the wild card or at At-
lanta if San Francisco wins the wild
card.

“We never quit — we’re winners,”

said Odalis Perez, who will pitch the
playoff opener. “We know how to do
it. We finish.”

Finish, indeed. The comeback vic-
tory was the Dodgers’ NL-leading
53rd of the season, setting a fran-
chise record. The old mark was 52
by the 1953 Brooklyn Dodgers.

Thirteen of the team’s lasl 14 wins
have been comeback victories, and
they’ve won 26 in the final at-bat.

The 39-year-old Finley, acquired
by the Dodgers from last-place Ari-
zona at the trade deadline, was only
too happy to come to the plate in
such a spot.

“For the last two weeks, I've been
putting myself in that situation,”
said Finley, drenched in champagne
in araucous clubhouse.

was dreaming about it, and it
happened,” Finley said. “T wanted it.
1 knew I was going to get it done.
When I walked to the plate, I knew
the game was over. I even had a
smile on my face, if I remember.”

PASADENA STAR-NEWSAP

Los Angeles Dodgers’ Steve Finley, center, is mobbed by teammates after hitting a grand slam in the

SEE DODGERS ON PAGE 29 ninth inning against San Francisco on Saturday. The Dodgers won 7-3 and clinched the NL West.

Anaheim Angels’ Darin Erstad (17) scores the go-ahead run in the eighth inning of Saturday’s 5-4
victory over Oakland to clinch the AL West title. At left is Athletics catcher Damian Miller.

for first division title since '86

BY JANIE MCCAULEY
The Associated Press

OAKLAND, Calif. — Once they got
their chance to go head-to-head, the
Anaheim Angels showed Oakland
which team was best in the AL West.

After chasing the Athletics all Sep-
tember, the Angels scored three
times in the eighth inning to beat Oak-
land 5-4 Saturday and clinch their
first division title in 18 years.

The teams were tied for first place
when the series began Friday, and
many expected the race to come
down to the last day of the season. But
Anaheim ended the suspense with
two consecutive wins.

“I knew our guys weren’t going to
melt,” manager Mike Scioscia said
moments before getting soaked in
champagne by several players.

“We have a lot of very, very talent-
ed players.”

That’s for sure.

Darin Erstad hit a tying, two-run
double, then scored on Garret Ander-
son’s single as the Angels earned
their first playoff berth since 2002,
when they won the World Series as
the wild card.

Vladimir Guerrero homered for the
Angels, who trailed Oakland by one
game last Monday. But after beating
the A’s 10-0 Friday night, Anaheim
won again to wrap it up.

The Angels have won seven of eight
overall and are 20-7 in their last 27
road games.

“What we did to be at this point, no-
body expected it,” Anaheim leadoff
hitter Chone angms said. “It’s motiva-
tion. We were down four or five
games, but we still had to play in our
division. When you still have to play
in your division and it's coming down
to the home stretch, you get a little
more energy.”
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